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Prayer at Emmaus 
By George L. Kress 


HEY closed their eyes and their 
heads bent down 
As the stranger spoke a prayer; 
A stillness lay on the little town 
And the three assembled there. 


A glow remained from the setting sun 
As the stranger finished grace; 
They raised their eyes when the prayer 
was done 
And beheld the Master’s face. 


I do not ask for a precious gift 
When my prayer goes up to Thee— 
Oh, from my eyes just the shadow lift 
So the Master I can see! 


7 
A Vital Ingredient 


Prescriptions and recipes must be 
followed exactly. The lack of one ele- 
ment may make them powerless and 
uninteresting; the addition of a few 
grains or drops of the wrong thing may 
make them poisonous. Doctors have to 
be exceedingly careful in writing out 
prescriptions (though the average lay- 
man cannot possibly understand their 
handwriting); and druggists must fill 
them out with scrupulous care. House- 
wives prepare savory, nourishing dishes 
for the family by following recipes 
closely—at least the first time they make 
them. There are prescriptions or recipes 


here and there in the Bible, and one 
of these has to do with receiving bless- 
ing through the promises. Here the two 
important ingredients are “the word” 
and “faith.” Hebrews 3 and 4 contain 
one of the fine passages on the subject 
of rest, using the word nine times, and 
referring not only to the heavenly rest, 


but also to the rest that is possible even, 


on this earth. Are we enjoying this 
rest of heart and mind today? If not, it 
may be that, like Israel, we have left 
out an important ingredient. “For unto 
us was the gospel preached, as well as 
unto them: but the word preached did 
not profit them, not being mixed with 
faith in them that heard it” (Heb. 4:2). 
Every Christian knows that the Bible 
will do him no good if he leaves it on 
the center table as an ornament which 
lends respectability to the house. He 
ought to read it daily himself and with 
his family. But more than that is 
needed: an appropriating faith in the 
promises of God. A Christian may be- 
lieve that the whole Bible is the in- 
spired Word of God, he may have 
yielded his life to Him and desire to do 
His will; but unless the Word read is 
“mixed with faith” in his own heart 
he will come short of “entering into his 


rest” here and now (4:1). The Devil 
may whisper in his ear, “That is not for 
you; you are too weak and sinful” But 
to listen to him is to mix in a poisonous 
ingredient, unbelief. He fed Adam and 
Eve with this poison and has been try- 
ing to get the people of God to take it 
ever since. But the value of the prom- 
ises does not depend upon o right- 
eousness but upon Christ’s, “for all the 
promises of God in him are yea, and in 
him Amen, unto the glory of God by us” 
(2 Cor. 1:20). We are sinful, but His 
blood cleanses; we are weak, but His 
grace is sufficient and His strength made 
perfect in weakness (2 Cor. 12:9). Per- 
haps our faith is weak, but that can be 
strengthened by the Bible itself—‘“so 
then faith cometh by hearing, and hear- 
ing by the word of God” (Rom. 10:17). 
A careful study of Hebrews 3 and 4 
shows that this wonderful rest of heart, 
which is freely offered to all believers, 
centers in Christ: “Consider the Apos- 
tle and High Priest of our profession, 
Christ Jesus. .. . There remaineth there- 
fore a rest to the people of God. ... 
Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time 
of need” (3:1; 4:9, 16). 


Jean Casimir Rostand—French Pastor 


By the late Ernest Gordon 


Wi: a little boy, I used to look 
up at the oil portraits of my 
father’s predecessors, which 
hung in his study in the Clarendon 
Street Baptist Church, Boston. Among 
them was that of the Rev. Howard Mal- 
colm, much honored in his time, 

Ill health caused Mr. Malcolm in 1831 








Comfort for Dark Days | 





“The Lord is my rock, and my 
fortress, and my deliverer; my 
God, my strength, in whom I will 
trust; my buckler, and the horn of 
my salvation, and my high tower” 
(Psa. 18:2). 























to take “a long sea voyage” to France. 
What he saw there led him to think the 
land ripe for evangelism. His proposals 
on his return received’ the powerful 
endorsement of Adoniram Judson, who, 
taken prisoner at sea, had been interned 
for some time in France. 

A singularly prepared missionary was 
at hand. His name was Jean Casimir 
Rostan (or Rostand) then teaching in 
Boston. M. Rostand had been consul 
general in Havana, but political dis- 
turbances in France had forced him to 
leave his post for the United States. 

The name Rostand immediately calls 
up the author of “Cyrano de Bergerac” 
and “L’Aiglon,” and Jean Casimir was 
indeed the great uncle of the dramatist, 
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Edmond Rostand. He was no ordinary 
man. . 

He came of a rich shipping family in 
Marseilles and did his studies in bril- 
liant fashion. On the strength of scien- 
tific and antiquarian research, he became 
at thirty secretary of the Academy of 
Marseilles. His erudition in many fields 
was even then fabulous. 

‘Although born a Catholic, when he 
appeared at Boston he had become a 
convinced Baptist, evidently largely 
through solitary study of the New Tes- 
tament, 

So he was asked to return to France 
with Dr. Chase, an eminent and wise 
Baptist minister of the time; and in De- 
cember, 1832, the two were holding 
meetings in the old Convent of Cluny, 
in Paris, the site of the present medi- 
eval museum. He became associated 
with Henri Pyt, one of the converts of 
the Scottish Baptist Robert Haldane’s 
evangelism in Geneva. Pyt was speak- 
ing to freethinkers in the Royal Athe- 
naeum in Paris and directly we find 
Rostand delivering from the same plat- 
form the first Baptist message Paris had 
ever heard. His aristocratic connections 
of an earlier time enabled him to preach 
Christ to such men as Lamartine and 
the Marquis de Lafayette. He preached 
in the open air in the Luxembourg 
Gardens, visited the archbishop of Paris 
with the Gospel, even had the hardi- 
hood to approach the chancellor of 
France and the French queen’s chap- 
lain with proposals for the organization 
of groups in Catholicism for the preach- 
ing of pure and simple Gospel truth. 
At this time he-was holding forth in a 
humble little conventicle in the Rue de 
Buloi. . 

Then came in 1833 the cholera and M. 
Rostand was one of its first victims. 

Pastor Dubarry of Nimes has gath- 
ered interesting data regarding the life 
and work of this remarkable man. Be- 
fore his conversion he was active in 
a Society of Christian Morality at Mar- 
seilles, wholly Catholic, which at the 
time of the Greek Revolution, provided 
relief and medical service for the hard- 
pressed Greeks. In his journal he 
wrote: “Greeks were the first Gentiles 
evangelized. Nothing should hinder us 
from giving them, our fathers and 
brothers, the. bread which we owe to 
our enemies.” Indeed, when liberation 
was complete, Rostand was chosen by 
the commander of the French fleet, 
Byron-like, to bear the good news of 
freedom to the islands of the Greek 
archipelago—this later Baptist preacher 
of the Rue de Buloi. Interesting, too, 
is the fact that he befriended Napoleon 
financially when the Corsican was living 
in poverty in Marseilles before his 
meteoric career had begun. 


His hearers were few. The Gospel 


was‘a strange thing. The gamins of the 
quarter fled frightened when he talked 
He traveled much 


of sin and judgment. 
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on the Continent in preaching missions. 
On the door of his mission he pla- 
carded notices of a monthly prayer 
meeting for the Jews. This was fol- 
lowed by Saturday meetings for Jews 
in this section of Paris. With the spirit 
of initiative “which characterized him, 
he even sketched a plan for the re- 
ligious and material help of. the Jew- 
ish people, and in this had the sympa- 
thetic patronage of General Lafayette. 
In his lectures at the Athénée Royal 
he had crowded and sympathetic audi- 
ences—with what we would call after- 
meetings. It was at the close of one of 
these intimate gatherings, which lasted 
an hour and a half, that Rostand, grati- 
fied with the results but exhausted by 
the multiplicity of his duties, noticed 
the first symptoms of cholera, It car- 
ried him away that very night. 
Faithful to the end, he gave his last 
Christian witness to his own two 
brothers. The Duc de la Rouchefoucault, 
in an obituary notice, described his ac- 
tivities in America: “He traveled 
widely, proclaiming the good news of 
the Gospel, opened courses in theology, 
founded schools, developed a new 
method of teaching, and was active in 
a revival which had there broken out.” 





In the vast salons of the merchant 
princes of this family, the great musi- 
cians of the time, Paganini, Donizetti, 
Berlioz, Liszt, often appeared. All pos- 
sible Opportunities of culture were at 
the disposal of Jean Casimir; but per- 
haps the best of all was the fact that 
his traveling tutor was a Jansenist 
Catholic. Under his serious and Bib- 
lical tuition, he visited Biblical and 
classical lands in the spirit of the great 
Jansenist, Pascal. This evangelical 
Catholic was apparently the first school- 
master to lead Jean Casimir to Christ. 

Bonaparte whom he had helped in his 
early days he consistently opposed later 
as tyrant and menace to France. This 
came out in various flamingly patriotic 
sonnets he wrote. For this, in the Hun- 
dred Days, a high price was set on his 
head. His family were also out of sym- 


(Continued on page 121) 








Notes on Open Letters 





Body, Soul, and Spirit 


In the October 19 issue, replying to 
“A California reader,” you mention an 
immortal spirit that was given to 


Adam, and so to all mankind. I have 
never understood whether “spirit” 
means the same as “soul.” If there 


is a difference, I wish very much you 
would explain it, for I often see the 
expression, “body, soul, and spirit.”— 
A Michigan reader. 


The Apostle Paul referred to man’s 
tripartite being when he wrote, “I pray 
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God your whole spirit and soul and 
body be preserved blameless unto the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 
Thess, 5:23). Many believe that this is 
one sense in which man was created in 
the image of God, that is, as there are 
three persons in the Godhead, so there 
are three parts in man’s being. 


Everyone understands that thrc.gh the 
body we have contact with the physical 
world about us. Through the five senses 
—sight, hearing, taste, smell, touch— 
we perceive what is happening, and are 
able to carry on our daily life. The 
body, which was first created by God 
(Gen, 2:7), is the house of the soul and 
spirit; and it does exist for a time even 
when life has departed. 


The soul is generally considered to be 
the seat of the affections, desires, emo- 
tions, and the will. A life that is gov- 
erned by body and soul, by physical 
feelings and emotions—whether of an 
unsaved or saved person—is almost cer- 
tain to be unstable, selfish, and in the 
case of a Christian, of little use in God’s 
service. Paul wrote, “I keep under my 
body, and bring it into subjection: lest 
that by any means, when I have 
preached to others, I myself should be 
a castaway” (disapproved, or laid aside; 
1 Cor. 9:27). The most useful Christian, 
to God and man, is one who walks, not 
by feeling, but by faith. The “carnal” 
Christians in Corinth (1 Cor. 3:1) were 
under the sway of soul and body. 

The spirit is that part of man through 
which he may have communion with 
God. Men without Christ are spiritually 
“dead in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1). 
The contrast between the old and new 
life is clearly set forth in the following 
exhortation: “That ye put off concern- 
ing the former conversation the old man, 
which is corrupt according to the deceit- 
ful lusts; and be renewed in the spirit 
of your mind; and that ye put on the 
new man, which after God is created in 
righteousness and true holiness” (Eph. 
4: 22-24). 

Dr. Scofield says: “The word trans- 
lated ‘soul’ in the Old Testament 
(nephesh) is the exact equivalent of the 
New Testament word for soul (Gr., 
psuche), and the use of ‘soul’ in the Old 
Testament is identical with the use of 
that word in the New Testament (see 
e.g., Deut. 6:5; 14:26; 1 Sam. 18:1; 20: 
4, 17; Job 7:11, 15; 14:22; Psa, 42:6; 84:2). 
The New Testament word for spirit 
(pneuma), like the Old Testament ruach, 
is translated ‘air,’ ‘breath,’ ‘wind,’ but 
predominantly ‘spirit,’ whether of God 
(e.g., Gen, 1:2; Matt. 3:16) or of man 
(Gen. 41:8; 1 Cor. 5:5). Because man is 
‘spirit’ he is capable of God-conscious- 
ness, and of communication with God 
(Job 32:8; Psa. 18:28; Prov. 20:27); be- 
cause he is ‘soul’ he has self-conscious- 
ness (Psa. 13:2; 42:5, 6, 11); because he 
is ‘body’ he has, through his senses, 
world-consciousness,” . 
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RARY 


TIDWELL BIBLE UT iio 


VI. Train Your Children Without Spoiling Them 


The Scripture speaks expressly 
on this subject 


have most need to be on your 

guard. It is natural to be tender 
and affectionate toward your own flesh 
and blood, and it is the excess of this 
very tenderness and affection which you 
have to fear. Take heed that it does 
not make you blind to your children’s 
faults, and deaf to,all advice about them. 
Take heed lest it make you to overlook 
bad conduct, rather than have the pain 
of inflicting punishment and correction. 


Tiave is one point on which you 


12. Train them with a constant fear 
of over-indulgence. 


I know well that punishment and cor- 
rection are disagreeable things. Noth- 
ing is more unpleasant than giving pain 
to those we love, and calling forth their 
tears. But so long as hearts are what 
hearts are, it is vain to suppose, as a 
general rule, that children can ever be 
brought up without correction. 

Spoiling is a very expressive word, 
and sadly full of meaning. Now it is 
the shortest way to spo#l children to let 
them have their own way--to allow 
them to do wrong, and not to punish 
them for it. Believe me, you must not 
do it, whatever pain it may cost you, 
unless you wish to ruin your children’s 
souls, 

You cannot say that Scripture does 
not speak expressly on this subject. “He 
that spareth his rod hateth his son: but 
he that loveth him chasteneth him be- 
times” (Prov. 13:24). “Chasten thy son 
while there is hope, and let not thy soul 
spare for his crying” (Prov. 19:18). 
“Foolishness is bound in the heart of a 
child; but the rod of correction shall 
drive it far from him” (Prov. 22:15). 
“Withhold not correction from the child: 
for if thou beatest him with the rod, he 
shall not die. Thou shalt beat him with 
the rod, and shalt deliver his soul from 
hell” (Prov. 23:13, 14). “The rod and 
reproof give wisdom: but a child left 
to himself bringeth his mother to shame. 
Correct thy son, and he shall give thee 
rest; yea, he. shall give delight unto thy 
soul” (Prov. 29:15, 17). 

How strong and forcible are these 
texts! How melancholy is the fact, that 
in many Christian families* they seem 
almost unknown!- Their children need 
reproof, but it is hardly ever given; they 
need correction, but it is hardly ever em- 
ployed. And yet this Book of Proverbs 
is not obsolete and unfit for Christians. 
It is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable. It is given for our learning, 
even as the Epistles to the Romans and 
Ephesians. Surely the believer who 


brings up his chiJdren without attention 
to its counsel is making himself wise 


By JOHN CHARLES RYLE, D.D. 


It takes much grace and wisdom 
from God to keep the right balance 
in training our children. Our human 
nature will be too soft at times, too 
harsh at others, failing to correct a 
child through laziness and maudlin 
sentimentality, or punishing him 
too severely through anger. In this 
sixth article of his series on child- 
training, Dr. Ryle refers to God’s 
dealings with His children and 
urges his readers to imitate their 
Heavenly Father’s plan. The sev- 
enth article will be published next 
week. 








above that which is written, and greatly 
errs, 

Fathers and mothers, I tell you plainly, 
if you never punish your children when 
they are in fault, you are doing them a 
grievous wrong. I warn you, this is the 
rock on which the saints of God, in 
every age, have only too frequently 
made shipwreck. I would fain persuade 
you to be wise in time, and keep clear 
of it. See it in Eli’s case. His sons 
Hophni and Phinehas made themselves 
vile, and he restrained them not. He 
gave them no more than a tame and 
lukewarm reproof, when he ought to 
have rebuked them sharply. In one 
word, he honored his sons above God. 
And what was the end of these things? 
He lived to hear of the death of both 
his sons in battle, and his own gray 
hairs were brought down with sorrow 
to the grave (1 Sam. 4:17, 18). 

See, too, the case of David. Who can 
read without pain the history of his 
children and their sins? Ammon’s in- 
cest, Absalom’s murder and proud rebel- 
lion, Adonijah’s scheming ambition— 
truly these were grievous wounds for 
the man after God's own heart to re- 


ceive from his own house. But was 
there no fault on his side? I fear there 
can be no doubt there was. I find a 


clue to it all in the account of Adoni- 
jah, in 1 Kings 1:6: “His father had 
not displeased him at any time in say- 
ing, Why hast thou done so?” 
was the foundation of all the mischief. 
David was an overindulgent father—a 
father who let his children have their 
own way; and he reaped according as 
he had sown. 

Parents, I beseech you, for your chil- 
dren’s sake, beware of overindulgence. 
I call on you to remember, it is your 
first duty. to consult their real interest, 
and not their fancies and likings; to 
train them, not to humor them; to profit, 
not merely to please. 

You must not give-way to every wish 


There - 





and caprice of your child’s mind, how- 
ever much you may love him; you must 
not let him suppose his will is to be 
everything, and that he has only to de- 
sire a thing, and it will be done. Do 
not, I pray you, make your children 
idols, lest God should take them away, 
and break your idols, just to convince 
you of your folly. 

Learn to say “No” to your children. 
Show them that you are able to refuse 
whatever you think is not fit for them. 
Show them that you are ready to pun- 
ish disobedience, and that when you 
speak of punishment you are not only 
ready to threaten, but also to perform. 
Do not threaten too much. Threatened 
folks and threatened faults live long. 
Punish seldom, but really and in good 
earnest; frequent and slight punishment 
is a wretched system indeed, 

As to the best way of punishing a 
child, no general rule can be laid down. 
The characters of children are so ex- 
ceedingly different that what would be 
a severe punishment to one child would 
be no punishment at all to another. I 
only beg, to enter my decided protest 
against the modern notion that no chil- 
dren ought ever to be whipped. Doubt- 
less some parents use bodily correction 
far too much, and far too violently; but 
many others, I fear, use’ it far too little. 

Beware of letting smal] faults pass 
unnoticed, under the idea that “it is a 
little one.” There are no little things 
in training children; all are important. 
Little weeds need plucking up as much 
as any. Leave them alone, and they will 
soon be great, 

Reader, if there be any point that 
deserves your attention, believe me, it 
is this one. It is one that will give you 
trouble, I know. But if you do not take 
trouble with your children when they 
are young, they will give you trouble 
when they are old. Choose which you 
prefer. 


13. Train them, remembering continually 
how God trains His children. 

The Bible tells us that God has an 
elect people—a family—in this world. 
All poor sinners who have been con- 
vinced of sin, and fled to Jesus for peace, 
make up that family. All of us who 
really believe on Christ for salvation 
are its members. 

Now, God the Father is ever training 
the members of this family for their 
everlasting abode with Him in Heaven. 
He acts as a husbandman purging His 
vines, that they may bear more fruit. 
He knows the character of each of us 
—our besetting sins—our weakness—our 
peculiar infirmities—our especial wants. 
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He knows our works and where we 
dwell, who are our companions in life, 
and what are our trials, what our temp- 
tations, and what are our privileges. He 
knows all these things, and is ever or- 
dering all for our good. He allots to 
each of us, in His providence, the very 
things we need, in order to bear the 
most fruit—as much of sunshine as we 
can stand, and as much of rain—as much 
of bitter things as we can bear, and as 
much of sweet. Reader, if you would 
train your children wisely, mark well 
how God the Father trains His. He 
doeth all things well; the plan He adopts 
must be right. 

See, then, how many things there are 
that God withholds from His children. 
Few could be found, I suspect, among 
them, who have not had desires that He 
has never been pleased to fulfill. There 
has often been some one thing they 
wanted to attain, and yet there has al- 
ways been some barrier to prevent at- 
tainment. It has been just as if God 
were placing it above our reach, and 


Workers Together 
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saying, “This is not good for you; this 
must not be.” Moses desired exceed- 
ingly to cross over Jordan and see the 
goodly land of promise; but you will 
remember his desire was never granted. 

See, too, how often God leads His 
people by ways that seem dark and mys- 
terious to our eyes. We cannot see the 
meaning of all His dealings with us; 
we cannot see the reasonableness of the 
path in which our feet are treading. 
Sometimes so many trials have assailed 
us—so many difficulties encompassed us 
—that we have not been able to discover 
the needs-be of it all. It has been just 
as if our Father were taking us by the 
hand into a dark place, and saying, “Ask 
no questions, but follow Me.” There 
was a direct road from Egypt to Canaan, 
yet Israel was not led into it, but round 
through the wilderness. And _ this 
seemed hard at the time. “The soul of 
the people,” we are told, “was much 
discouraged because of the way” (Num. 
21:4). 

(To be continued) 


A lesson of faith'and tithing 


RS. EARLE laid down her pen and 

flexed her slim fingers. She always 
liked to copy her class notes in a neat, 
round hand, though at times the extra 
work tired her. She thought now of 
the lecture in Bible analysis that she 
had just reviewed. Some day soon she 
would use this material. She hoped to 
use it many times over, and that was 
all the more reason to have it complete 
and readable. 

The noise of Chicago traffic rose from 
the ‘street four stories below and crept 
in her window. The muffled roar was 
a reminder to her that she was no 
longer in her lovely home in a quieter 
part of the city. Nevertheless, this 
room in the Women’s Building was a 
retreat when compared to the busy city 
or the crowded hallways and classrooms 
of the Bible Institute. She often en- 
tered its sanctuary with a sense of re- 
lief. When the door closed, she put 
behind her the immense activity at 
Moody and was alone. 

Alone! A tear stole down Mrs Earle’s 
cheek. She couldn’t help it. How could 
she forget the loss of her husband whose 
companionship had been so precious to 
her? She wiped her eyes with a wisp 
of handkerchief. She had no business 
feeling lonely. She knew the Lord was 
with her. He could fill up that gap 
in her life. 

Why had she come to the Bible In- 
stitute in middle life? She knew the 
answer. It was the sense of uselessness, 
the feeling that the rest of the world 
was passing her by, a widow. Then 


By DAVID WOODWARD 


she had a desire to take her husband’s 
place, somehow. She had to live and 
witness for two, and, for that, she 
needed the training Moody could give 
her. 

She was receiving more than that, 
however, for she had gained the friend- 
ship of the girls on her floor. She 
thought of their names—Helen and Mil- 
dred, Barbara, Ethel, Jane, and others; 
and with the names came the faces. 
How dear they all were! To her sur- 
prise these girls had begun to enter her 
life. They had woven bonds of fellow- 
ship and understanding, especially in 
their prayer times together. 

Because she had independent means 
and was older than the other women 
students, she had been able to arrange 
for a room to herself. This tended to 
put her in an intermediate class by 
herself, neither student nor faculty. 
This did not separate her from the girl 
students; on the contrary, they felt free 
to confide in her. They had been quick 
to note, in the floor prayer meeting, her 
spiritual maturity. Now they came by 


ones and twos to visit her and to ask 


her to pray with them about the prob- 
lems they faced. 

The little lady picked up her pen and 
bent to the task once more. Just then 
someone knocked gently at the door. 
She left her desk and crossed the room. 
For a moment she paused:to voice a 
brief prayer, and then she opened the 
door. 

“Why, Bertha, how glad I am to see 
you! Where have you been lately? 
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She welcomed 
with 


Won’t you come in?” 
the ‘tall, heavy-set farm girl 
warmth and drew her inside. 

“T’ve only got a few minutes, and then 
I'll have to be off to work,” Bertha 
apologized, “but I did so want to see 
you. I think you'll be willing to help 
me, but I’ve got something sort of queer 
to ask you.” , 

. “Well, ask away; I’ll do what I can,” 
said Mrs. Earle with a smile. 

“Mrs. Earle, would you be willing 
to pray for me for a week without 
knowing what you are praying for?” 

Seeing the puzzled look that followed 
this request, Bertha hastened to explain: 
“I can’t tell you what it is about, but 
it’s all right. It’s something I want the 
Lord to work out. If you'll pray with 
me about it, I’ll tell you later what it is.” 

The older woman looked at her sym-, 
pathetically. “Yes, Bertha, I'll be glad 
to do that for you. I’ve never been 
asked to pray that way before, but I 
trust you. I believe that you really 
want God’s will for your life.” 

“Oh, thank you so much!” Bertha 
clasped her hands tightly in pleasure, 
“You’re such a dear. I knew that I 
could count on you. I can’t say any 
more now, and besides I’ve got to go. 
Good-by!” And she was off, books pil- 
lowed under one arm and waving with 
the other. 

Mrs. Earle gazed out into the hallway. 
“Bertha looks so strong and sturdy,” she 
mused, “but, underneath it all, she’s 
carrying a heavy load. I wonder what 
it is. Examinations? But she would 
surely be willing to mention that. 
Trouble at home? No—it would be just 
as well not to speculate. If Bertha 
didn’t want me to know, there’s a rea- 
son, and a good reason.” 

She closed the door and then knelt 
beside her bed. There in prayer she 
spread the matter out before the Lord, 
She prayed like this both morning and 
night. The days and then a week 
passed. Finally, one morning, Bertha 
came again. “Have you a little time?” 
she said. “I can tell you what it was 
now.” 

Mrs, Earle invited her in eagerly. “Do 
sit down. I’d so like to hear all about 

Bertha sat erect, hiding a half smile 
on her face. “Well, I suppose you have 
wondered what it was you were praying 
for, and I can tell you that the Lord 
has worked it out wonderfully, simply 
wonderfully!” ‘ 

“I knew He would,” came Mrs. Earle’s 
response. 

“Let’s see; where shall I begin? It’s 
this way. I’ve been working part time 
to earn what I need to stay in school. 
Then this last month I was sick for 
several weeks and couldn’t carry my 
work. That meant I didn’t have the 
money I needed to pay my board bill 
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this month.” 
sink in. 

“I have started working again, and 
that will take care of me next month. 
But my problem was the bill from the 
school that would be in my mailbox 
this week. I couldn’t tell you, Mrs, 
Earle, because you might have felt ob- 
ligated to give me some money. 

“So, last week I asked you to start 
praying, and I certainly felt that I 
needed your help there. I felt all weak 
inside, but when I knew that the two 
of us were praying together, it helped 
my faith. 

“When the bill for forty dollars came 
on Thursday, I knew the office would 
expect it to be paid promptly. I waited, 
and in yesterday’s mail I received a let- 
ter from my home pastor. In the letter 
he wrote, ‘The church has been want- 
ing to send you a little gift for a long 
time, but we have never gotten around 
to sending it. Now we hope that you 
can use this gift which comes with our 
love.” And you know what he sent? 
It was a check for forty dollars!” 

Mrs, Earle let out an involuntary, 
“Oh!” 

“Yes,” Bertha continued, “it was the 
amount I needed to pay the bill, but 
then I thought of the fact that I have 
always tithed, putting aside one tenth 
of any money I received to give back 
to the Lord. It was a struggle, but then 
I thought of you praying. I,was sure 
that you would be praying that I would 
do the right thing.” 

“Yes, I was,” said Mrs. Earle, “I wasn’t 
asking only for any outside needs you 
might have, but I was trusting God to 
help you go through the test, whatever 
it was, without failing Him.” 

“I'm sure your prayers helped, for 
I knew without a question what I should 
do. I went down and cashed,the check. 
Then I took four one-dollar bills,” and 
Bertha held up four roughened fingers, 
“and put them in the old purse where 
I keep the Lord’s money. That left me 
thirty-six dollars. It also left me with 
a clear heart.” ' 

“What happened next, Bertha?” Mrs. 
Earle asked. 

“I kept on praying, and I knew you 
were praying. Then, in today’s mail, I 
had a letter from a girl,I know. I didn’t 
think anything about it, but when I 
opened it, it had some money in it. I 
counted it—one, two, three, four—four 
dollar bills she had sent me. I had 
enough small change of my own'to put 
aside the forty cents tithe on that, so I 
had enough to pay my bill at‘ the office. 
Here it is,” and she waved a slip of 
paper in the air.+ “It’s paid, all paid!” 

Mrs, Earle shook her head as though 
saying, “It’s too good to be true.” Finally 
she found words, “Oh, Bertha, all along 
I have been confident that the Lord 
was working everything together for 
good, but this is above what I asked or 


She paused for this to 
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thought. I’ve never been up against a 
test like that myself, and you've taught 
me a real lesson of faith.” 

“Why, if it hadn’t been for you, Mrs. 
Earle, I would have gotten all the faith 
scared out of me. I needed your help, 
and I want to thank you for remember- 
ing to pray for something you didn’t 
know about. You've been a true friend, 
all right. You wouldn’t know, but I 
was so tempted not to tithe this once. 
I felt that it was so important that I 
stay in school. I couldn’t see myself 
going home a failure, but then I thought 
of you, of what you would think, what 
you would advise. I couldn’t let you 
down.” 

“We couldn’t let the Lord down, 
Bertha. Oh, now I see it all—how we 
have been workers together on this, 
and the Lord has been working for us.” 

A bell’s insistent buzz interrupted 
them. Bertha jumped to her feet. “I 
must ‘leave now, Mrs. Earle, but thank 
you again. If I ever have another prob- 
lem, I'll know where to come.” 

“Good-by, dear.” 

Mrs. Earle closed the door. She was 
alone again, and yet she knew she was 
not alone. The Lord was there. All 
of a sudden the room seemed filled 
with a host who were praising His 
name. Heavenly places? No, there 
were the same brown drapes, the red 
carpet on the floor, the enameled bed- 
stead. It was her room, and yet it was 
more. She saw it all now. Life was 
beginning for her, a new life of larger 
service. It stretched out ahead of her, 


*“measureless in its opportunity, inviting 


in its possibilities. She went over to 
her desk and seated herself, Spreading 
out her notebooks and Bible, she began 
laboriously to work on her classnotes. 


GLENDALE, CALIF. 
we 


Jean Casimir Rostand 
(Continued from second page) 


pathy with his “bizarre religious opin- 
ions,” so he withdrew to Paris; and dur- 
ing some years preached the Gospel in 
many tongues, published religious works, 
probably translations, wrote in the 
papers, lectured on moral as compared 
with Christian philosophy, and above 
all sought contacts with individuals for 
personal evangelism. He was in close 
touch with the leaders of the time in 
the revival on the Conrttinent: Alexander 
Haldane, Felix Neff, Emile Guers, An- 
toine Porchat. He appears to have 
lived in comparative poverty. 
Interesting were his relations with 
S. V. Wilder, an American banker in 
Paris associated with the Hottinguers. 
In Wilder’s princely home were founded 
the Paris Society of Missions, the Tract 
Society, and other Christian enterprises. 
As Wilder had rendered great services 
to Talleyrand during his exile, he was 
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able untroubled to hold religious serv- 
ices (then illegal), in his home. It was 
Wilder who represented the United 
States at the second marriage of Na- 
poleon, who intervened with the irasci- 
ble President Jackson to better the re- 
lations with France, who helped Fulton 
with his steamboat and Morse with his 
telegraph, When he was appealed to 
by. American Baptists for his opinion 
of Rostand, he described him as “a man 
of wide learning and a rare Christian.” 

Wide knowledge he certainly had. 
Before he had come of age, Jean Casimir 
published two volumes, the result of his 
studies and travels in the Near East, 
stuffed with historical, botanical, geo- 
graphical, geological, archaeological, and 
numismatic [relating to coins] notes, 
with an appendix of quotations in many 
languages. His goodness of heart ap- 
peared even then in his interventions 
with the French Government in behalf 
of European prisoners reduced to slav- 
ery, whom he discovered in these Turk- 
ish regions. In 1809 he announced the 
completion of “A History of the Poor,” 
on which he had worked for fifteen 
years and in which he brought forward 
various measures adapted to the aboli- 
tion of poverty, justifying them with 
the words of Deuteronomy 15:4, “To the 
end that there be no poor among you” 
(margin). e 

This indefatigable idealist and Bap- 
tist preacher was an earnest opponent 
of state churches, and advocate of Chris- 
tian separatism. He seemed to have 
worked unconsciously on parallel lines 
with the great Swiss thinker, Alexandre 
Vinet. Vinet spent six years in medi- 
tation and three years in writing his 
masterpiece, “An Essay on the Manifes- 
tation of Religious Convictions and the 
Separation of Church and State.” If 
ever a book had repercussions this did. 
It was in Chalmers’ hands when the 
Free Church of Scotland was founded. 
Three years after its publication the 
Free Church of the Canton de Vaud 
(Geneva) came into existence. It en- 
listed French leaders, as Edmond 
Scherer, Frédéric Monod, Agenor de 
Gasparin, and others to found the Union 
of Free Churches of France. In 1849 
Baptist Noel transplanted Vinet’s ideas 
to England in his celebrated work on 
“The Union of Church and State.” The 
great Spanish liberal, Emilio Castelar, 
in 1868, in introducing legislation for 
freedom of worship, expressed his in- 
debtedness to Vinet for his knowledge 
of the subject. Even the Italian liberal, 
Count Cavour, appears to have been 
under obligation to the same work, 
whose content he condensed in his his- 
toric phrase, “A Free Church in a Free 
State.” 

Pastor Rostand had long stood for the 
same ideas basing them on the neces- 
sity of the new birth. He introduced 


(Continued on page 130) 
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LESSON 9. MARCH 2. ONE IN CHRIST 


Luke 9:49, 50; John 17:20-26; Ephesians 4:1-16; printed text, Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-16 
Golden Text.—For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us.—Eph. 2:14 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Eph, 4:1 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech 
you that ye walk worthy ‘of the vocation wherewith ye 
are called, 

2 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, 
forbearing one another in love; 

3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace. 

4 There is one body, and ‘one Spirit, even as ye are called 
in one hope of your calling; 

5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 

6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through 
all, and in you all, 

7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to 
the measure of the gift of Christ. 


12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 

13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 

14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and 
fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the 
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie 
in wait to deceive; 

15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him 
in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 

16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and 
compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according 
to the effectual working in the measure of every part, 
maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself 


11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D, 


Approach to the Lesson 
NE of the most common and most 
beautiful figures used in the New 
Testament to describe the relation 
of Christ and the Church is that of the 
head and the body. In no other figure 
is the complete lordship of Christ in 
His Church more vividly presented. 

This week’s lesson, however, uses this 
figure to present other truths—the unity 
of the body and the need for the mem- 
bers to develop so as to be worthy of 
the Head, 

There used to be a noted minister in 
Edinburgh, affectionately known as 
“Wee Macgregor.” If you had seen him 
only in his pulpit, you would have taken 
him for a man of fine physique. Espe- 
cially would you have admired his noble 
head. But had you seen him out of his 
built-up pulpit, you would have been 
surprised. Dr. Macgregor was a dwarf, 
wobbling along on two tiny, twisted 
legs. His members did not correspond 
to his splendid head, 

Christ our Head has many a dwarfed 
or undeveloped member, and too often 
the eyes of the world are so fastened 
on the unworthy members that they are 
blind to the glory of our Head. Why 
should we subject Him to such re- 
proach? Dr. Macgregor’s condition 
called for pity, but ours for stern re- 
buke. 


Verse by Verse 
Eph. 4:1—‘“. . . the prisoner of the 
Lord... 


walk worthy of the vocation 


in love. 


% & b b 


...” The apostle’s two mentions of the 
fact that he is a prisoner (see 3:1) are 
not in a context of complaint, but of 
triumph. He does not say “prisoner of 
Rome,” but “prisoner of the Lord.” The 
“vocation” is well expressed in 3:14-19. 
Verse 2.—“, . . lowliness and meekness 
. longsuffering, forbearing one an- 
other in love.” These were definitely 
not Roman virtues! They would be 
considered weaknesses in the pagan 
world. But Christ’s standards are dif- 
ferent from the world’s standards, 
Verse 3.—“. . . the unity Of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace.” I am satisfied 
that capitalizing “Spirit” here is correct, 
as referring to the Holy Spirit. He is 
the Spirit of unity, not of division, and 
we have a responsibility to maintain the 
unity by being, as far as loyalty allows, 
men of peace. 


Verse 4.—“. .. one body .. . one Spirit 

. . One hope of your calling.” The “one 
body” refers to the Church. The “one 
Spirit” is the Holy Spirit who consti- 
tutes all believers one body, so that we 
look to a common goal—all that is wrap- 
ped up in the Blessed Hope. 


Verse 5.—“On8 Lord, one faith, one 
baptism.” The “one Lord”-is, of course, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The “one faith” 
is that body of truth which centers in 
the “one Lord,” and the “one baptism” 
that act by which we commit ourselves 
to the “one faith.” 


Verse 6—“One God ... above all 
... through all, and in... all.” Notice 
that the order of, the Trinity here is 
the reverse of the’usual order. Omit 
“you.” Here we have the transcendence 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 
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the Inter- 


of God (above all), and the immanence 
of God (in all). The “through all” sug- 
gests that all things are subservient to 
God’s ultimate purposes. 

Verse 7,—“. . . grace according to the 
measure of the gift of Christ.” The 
“grace” here, like that in 3:8, refers to 
ministry, not to salvation. It is by His 
grace that we have gifts which enable 
us to minister, in whatever capacity. 

Verses 8-10 refer us to Messianic 
prophecy of Psalm 68:18, with an apos- 
tolic commentary. 

Verse 11—“. . . apostles . . . prophets 
.,. evangelists ... pastors and teachers.” 
The several types of ministry are the 
risen Lord’s gifts to His Church, while 
the appointments, with the abilities to 
perform the appropriate tasks, are gifts 
bestowed upon the men _ involved 
Notice the combination of “pastors and 
teachers.” 

Verse 12.—“. . perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the ministry . .. 
edifying of the body .. .” These are not 
three separate purposes, but a sequence 
of cause and effect. The saints are t0 
be matured unto “the work of the min 
istry,” with total reference to the build- 
ing up of the Church. 

Verse 13.—“Till we all come. . . unto 
a perfect man... the stature of the 
fulness of Christ.” This is corporate 
perfection that is in. view, Christ’s full- 
ness being realized in the body, the 
Church. 

Verse 14.—“. . . no more children ..- 
carried about with every wind of dot 
trine .. .” Corporate fullness of stature 
involves the development of each mem 
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ber of the body. Individual maturity 
is evidenced by doctrinal stability and 
ability to discern subtle error. 

Verse 15.—“But speaking the truth in 
love ... grow up into him .. . the head, 
even Christ.” Each member must be 
in keeping with the stature of the Head, 
or else the body will be maimed and ill- 
shapen. 

Verse 16.—“. . . the whole body fitly 
joined together . . . maketh increase of 
the body unto the edifying of itself in 
love.” A difficult and involved verse, 
but the sense is clear. The body draws 
its substance from the Head, Christ. 
But édne member is dependent on an- 
other for the passing along and passing 
through of the vital nourishment. So 
the body is built as each member is 
an open channel. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

God is one. The oneness of God, 
however, is not the oneness of the uni- 
tarian—He is triune. Yet the manifold- 
ness of God does not disturb the unity. 

When God created, He created a uni- 
verse—a vast whole. That universe is 
characterized by infinite variety. Still 
the manifoldness of the universe does 
not cancel out the fact that it is a 
universe. It is still one. 

When God would establish a Church, 
He makes it one: “There is one body.” 
The oneness of this body is assured by 
six other unities, to make a complete 
cluster of seven. “One Spirit,” who 
keeps the “one hope” alive in our 
breasts; “one Lord,” our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ; “one faith,” which centers in that 
one Lord; and “one baptism,” in which 
confession of that one faith in the one 
Lord is made; and “one God and 
Father,” transcendent, yet immanent, 
and working through all to the fulfill- 
ment of one eternal purpose. 

This one body, so supported, is made 
up of many members, but just as the 
members of the physical body, despite 
their variety of appearance and func- 
tion, d6 not make for disunity but min- 
ister to the unity of the body, so is the 
divine: interition for the Church. 

To help on the.perfecting of this body, 
the risen Lord has established a variety 
of ministries: apostolic, prophetic, evan- 
gelistic, pastoral, and didactic. When 
these ministries operate in balance, the 
Saints are equipped for their own spe- 
tial tasks within the body so that the 
body may grow “unto the measure of 
the stature of the fulness of Christ” 
(v. 13), or in other words, “unto a per- 
fect man.” That is, the whole Church 
together constitutes one man, whose 
head is Christ. 

Can we say that this divine intention 
is being realized? Certainly not in out- 
ward expression. Surely something is 
wrong. The difficulty cannot be in God 
hor in the provision that He has made. 
It must be found in the human element. 
The Apostle Paul realized that there 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


8. February 23.—The Church at Wor- 
ship. Matthew 18:19, 20; John 


4:23, 24; Acts 1:12-14; Colossians 3:12-17 


Next Week’s Lesson 
10. March 9.—The Church’s Influence 
on Society (Temperance). Mat- 
thew 5:1, 2, 13-16; Acts 19:21-41; 
1 Thessalonians 5:4-8; James 2: 
14-17; 1 Peter 1:13-16, 22 








would be a tendency to disunity among 
God’s people, so he exhorts us that we 
should endeavor “to keep the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace” (v. 3). 
He tells us how this can be done—“with 
all lowliness and meekness, with long- 
suffering, forbearing one another in 
love” (v. 2). It is just because we have 
failed to cultivate these graces that the 
unity of the Spirit has been so sadly 
broken. 

The human element appears again in 
the ministry. The apostles and the 
prophets and the evangelists and the 
pastors and teachers have not always 
worked. together “for the perfecting of 
the saints,” with a view to the building 
up of the entire body of Christ. There 
has been too much jealousy for one’s 
own following, and we have more con- 
cern with the growth of our particular 
group than with bringing the saints to- 
gether aS one man moving toward the 
stature of Christ. Ministers and mem- 
bers alike need this trumpet call. 

Some would call for unity on the basis 
of compromise, but Paul calls for unity 
on the basis of truth. It is as we receive 
the truth and speak and live the truth 
that we shall grow wp into Christ in all 
things (v. 15). : 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT was Paul’s condition when 
he wrote this Letter to the Ephe- 

‘sians? 

2. How did Paul rise above his cir- 
cumstances? 

3. What is the main plea of the apostle 
in our lesson portion? 

4. How did Paul suggest that we 
maintain unity in the Church? 

5. What is peculiar about the order of 
the Trinity in our lesson portion? 

6. How is the word “faith” used in the 
series of unities? 

7. What baptism is referred to in 
Ephesians 4:5? 

8. What errors concerning the nature 
of God are corrected in Ephesians 4:6? 

9. Who are supposed to do “the work 
of the ministry” referred to in verse\12? 

10. What two kinds of growth are in 
view in verses 13-16? 


(Answers on page 129) 
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Outline of the Lesson 

1. The exhortation to unity (Eph. 4:1-3) 
2.. The basis of unity (vs. 4-6) 

3. The means of unity (vs. 7-12) 

4. The end of unity (vs. 13-16) 


Topics for Development 

One Baptism. I am well aware that 
many‘ of my brethren hold that the “one 
baptism” referred to in Ephesians 4:5 
is the baptism of the Spirit referred to 
in 1 Corinthians 12:13. I have no quar- 
rel with them, but I exercise my right 
to hold a different view. I believe the 
apostle is here referring to the ordi- 
nance of baptism, and here are my rea- 
sons: . , } 

1. What has been called the law of 
first reference. The first reference to 
baptism in the New Testament is as an 
ordinance. I take it then that wherever 
baptism is spoken of we should regard 
it as referring to the ordinance unless 
there is a clear statement to the con- 
trary, or unless the context clearly rules 
it out. In the case before us there is 
no such statement, nor does the context 
require it to be other than the ordi- 
nance. 

2. The word “baptism” is sometimes 
used in the New Testament as a figure 
of speech, in which case it does not refer 
to the ordinance. Where this is the case 
it is very clearly indicated, as when 
Christ said to James and John, “Are ye 
able to drink of the cup that I shall 
drink of, and, to be baptized with the 
baptism that I am baptized with?” 
(Matt. 20:22.) Clearly there are two 
figures used here—the cup and the bap- 
tism, both referring to one and the same 
experience. 

In the various references to the bap- 
tism of the Spirit the word is likewise 
borrowed from the ordinance and used 
figuratively. There is no indication that 
it is so used in our passage, 

3. The place of the “one baptism” in 
the seven unities. Had the “one bap- 
tism” followed the “one Spirit” in verse 
4, one would more readily have linked 
the two, but when the “one baptism” 
follows the “one faith” it would seem 
to be connected with that faith rather 
than with the Spirit. In other words, 
the logic of the order seems to point to 
the ordinance. 

4.In the days of the Apostle Paul, 
I believe there was no confusion about 
the ordinance of baptism as there is to- 
day, and that there was literally one 
baptism. 

I state the above not as a matter of 
controversy, but, being called upon to 
expound these. verses, I cannot escape 
stating what I believe about these 
verses, and in doing so am impelled to 
say why I so believe. I have not found 
that this has affected in any degree the 
bond of peace between me and those 
of my brethren who think differently. 


_ 
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Practical Applications 

See your circumstances in the light 
of your relation to Jesus Christ, and you 
will live above them (Eph, 4:1). 

There would be more unity in the 
churches if there were more lowliness 
and meekness in the members (vs. 2, 3). 

If the triune character of the Godhead 


‘does not disturb the unity of the God- 


head, neither should the diversities of 
the Church disturb the unity of the 
body. (vs. 4-6). 

The varied gifts are not to secure fol- 
lowings for the gifted, but to secure the 
building up of the body, the Church 
(vs. 11, 12). 

As members of Christ’s body, let us 
strive to have'a worthy correspondence 
with our glorious Head. 


Golden Text 

Eph. 2:14——“For he is our peace... 
both one . ,. . broken down the middle 
wall...” Consider the price which 
Christ paid to bring alienated men to- 
gether in one body, and then deter- 
mine whether you dare break that unity 
so dearly bought. 

ELMuvrRSsT, ILL, 

we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTED HYMNS 
“The Church’s One Foundation” 
“Blest Be the Tie That Binds” 
“More Love to Thee, O Christ” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
blessed Heavenly Father, we thank Thee 
for the tie that binds all true Christians, 
We thank Thee that amid our differ- 
ences we are united by our love: for 
the Saviour. Increase greatly the num- 
ber of those who love Him in sincerity. 
Make ours a sincere love that proves 
real by obeying Him in all things. Bless 
Thy Word as it goes out today in many 
lands and bring soon the day when 
Jesus Christ shall reign over all. Let 
Thy blessing be upon our homes. Where 
there are trials and troubles afflicting 
us or others, give strength, guidance, 
help, and the deliverance Thou canst 
give. Control the nations that no rash 
thing be done or said that would plunge 
the world into strife. May Thy will 
control us and be done by more and 
more people everywhere. Forgive our 
sins and free us from their power, to 
the glory of Thy name, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—In this lesson Paul 
speaks of all Christians as being one 
body. But how can that be when we 
are divided into Greek and Roman 
Catholics and the various Protestant 
churches? How can Christians today 
sing, “All one body we”? Certainly they 
are not all together in one big church 
organization, for they cannot see eye to 
eye in everything. But all who love 
the Lord Jesus in sincerity (Eph. 6:24) 
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are His and through being His they be- 
long to one another. They form the 
true Church. They are the one body 
of which Paul writes. They are di- 
vided about some things, but united in 
a heart love for the Saviour. All such 
are one in having one Spirit, the Holy 
Spirit in their hearts; in having Christ 
as their Lord; in having the one faith 
that makes us Christians—a heart trust 
in Christ. They are one also in having 





CHRIST'S PEOPLE ARE 


unmeD IN Lincerk THINGS 











UNITED 
been baptized by the Holy Spirit into 
the body of Christ and in having one 
God, the Father above. 

Every Sunday in our churches we 
sing hymns written by people whose 
outward church connection differs from 
ours, but whose love for Christ makes 
them one with all who love Him. Miss 
Elliott’s hymn, “Just As I Am,” is sung 
by many people who would not approve 
of reading their prayers from a prayer 
book. But Miss Elliott did so every 
Sunday, as a member of the Church 
of England. The important thing is that 
we love our Lord sincerely. He said, 
“He that hath my commandments, and 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me” 
(John 14:21). Loving trust in Him and 
obedience to Him make us Christ’s and 
make us one with all other lovers of 
Him. 

Catcary, ALTA., CAN, 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“ . . walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith ye are called .. .” (Eph. 
4:1).—The Scriptures have much to say 
regarding the walk of Christians. For 
example, we are exhorted to walk “in 
love,” “in the Spirit,” “in newness of 
life,” “in wisdom,” “by faith,” “hon- 
estly,” and “worthy of the Lord.” 

In our text we are exhorted to “walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith ye 
are called.” Looking back over the doc- 
trinal portion of the Epistle, we learn 
that our calling is the most glorious of 
all callings. y 

Believers constitute the mystical Body 
of Christ, and the “habitation of God 
through the Spirit.” And although God 
has many displays of His goodness, wis- 
dom, and power planned for the ages to 
come, the Church is to be the outstand- 
ing vessel of His praise by Christ Jesus 
for all eternity. 

Bearing this in mind, ours is to be 
a walk “of utter lowliness, of gentle- 
ness, of mutual forbearance” (Arthur 
Way translation). 


I like the incident about the visit of 


the father and his son to a wheat field 
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at harvest time. The son exclaimed: 
“Look, Father, at those wheat heads that 
hold themselves up so proudly. They 
must be the ones that are filled with 
grain; and I would suppose that those 
with their heads bowed down are of no 
account.” 

“How foolish you are, my son,” said 
the father. And taking some of the 
heads in his hands, he showed the . boy 
that the heads that stood up so proudly 
had only a few, poor, shriveled grains, 
or were completely empty; while those 
that bowed their heads humbly were 
filled with large, full golden kernels of 
wheat. 


“.. . keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond Of peace .. .” (Eph. 4:3).—We 
do not make the unity—the Holy Spirit 
has made it. We are to show all ear- 
nestness in observing that unity in the 
bond of peace. 

The unity of the Spirit embraces all 
the members of Christ. Dr. Louis T, 
Talbot says: “While I was conducting 
a campaign in Chicago near the end: of 
the World War, I attended a fellowship 
dinner at which representatives from 
every nation were gathered. Presiding 
over the meeting was a Christian Jew. 
Next to him sat a German, and then I, 
an Englishman, sat next with an Irish- 
man to my right. .. . There followed 
an Italian, an Austrian, a Roman, a Jap- 
anese, a Chinese, and so on around the 
table. Were they scrapping? Not at 
all. They were having the most blessed 
fellowship that believers. can have on 
earth. They were united by one Spirit 
in Christ. 

“At the close of the dinner, we stood 
with linked hands—our hearts already 
linked—and sang, ‘Blest be the tie that 
binds our hearts in Christian love.’” 


“There is one body, and one Spirit 
... one hope...” (Eph. 4:4).—The “one 
body” is composed of all believers. This 
body was formed by the baptism of the 
Spirit (1 Cor. 12:13). Each believer is 
sealed and indwelt by the Spirit (Rom. 
8:9). Faith sees but one body. 

“One Spirit”—the Holy Spirit of God 
—“who first brought each into vital con- 
tact with the Lord, and now maintains 
each and all in Him” (Dr. Handley 
Moule). 

“One hope of your calling.” The com- 
ing again of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
our being caught up to be with and like 
Him, and ultimately to reign with Him, 
is the blessed hope of the Church (1 
Tim, 1:1; Titus 2:13). 

“One Lord,” the distinctive honor 
given to “Jesus.” He has been “made 
. . . both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36). 
All must own His Lordship, either in 
grace, or in judgment (Rom. 10:9; Phil. 
2:11). All authority is given unto Him 
“in heaven and in earth” (Matt, 28:18). 

“One faith,” by which is meant the 
revelation, the truth, the doctrine, to be 
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Lesson for March 2 


claim they have prophets, or prophet- 
esses, through whom they receive new 
revelations. The Holy Spirit has com- 
pleted the Word of God (Col. 1:25-29). 
There is no such thing now as receiving 
independent revelations from the Holy 
Spirit. 

“One baptism,” “which is not, we see 
at once, the baptism of the Spirit; for 
that would link with the first circle 
(‘one body, one Spirit, and one hope’), 
rather than with the second one. More- 
over, baptism spoken of in this way, 


simply, by itself, always seems to mean, 


what we ordinarily call baptism” (F. W. 
Grant, in “The Numerica] Bible”). 

“One God, and Father of all.” I spe- 
cially like J. N. Darby’s comment on 
this unity. He says, in his “Collected 
Writings,” “God is above the world; you 
cannot tell me of one thing God is not 
above, and therefore there is not one 
thing that can separate me from His 
love. He is ‘through all.’ You cannot 
find yourself in trouble and God not 
there. You cannot find yourself in any 
difficulty or perplexity and not find God 
through it all. And He is ‘in you all.’ 
He has come to be the spring of all 
happiness in .us.” 

Wawona, CALIF. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, make a note of this and 

keep it in mind in all your thoughts 
about the Bible—this fact: that every 
challenge and every warning of Scrip- 
ture carries with it the benerit which 
you need most, and which you (pos- 
sibly unconsciously) desire most. We 
are quick to learn that laws. for our 
physical health are beneficial, though 
sometimes hard to observe. Spiritual 
laws are much more vital, but some- 
times we miss the point until it is too 
late to get the full blessedness of obey- 
ing. God’s Word never calls for any- 
thing of us except what brings bless- 
ing when we respond to it. A propri- 
etor may make exacting rules for his 
employees which are for his own profit. 
The faithful servant of an inconsiderate 
human master may grind out his life in 
hardship and come to his end poorer 
than when he started; but the true serv- 
ant of the Lord is progressively en- 
riched throughout his days and receives 
the “crown of life” at the end of them. 
God’s laws are for our advancement in 
every desirable way. 

Now here is our lesson text in the 
fourth chapter of Ephesians challenging 
us to “lowliness and meekness, with 
longsuffering, forbearing one another in 
love; endeavouring to keep the unity 
of the spirit in the bond of peace.” To 
a sport-loving, rough-and-tumble teen- 
ager this may sound like a kind of 
“sissy” program. And, besides, who 


* 
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wants to be meek and lowly and long- 
suffering? That’s no way to enjoy life. 
Who wants to forbear with someone 
who is opposed to him? Yet Paul is 
telling the Ephesians that it is the way 
of peace—and that word “peace” covers 
a lot of territory. It means satisfaction 
—even joy. It is our selfishness which 
deprives us of it. Selfishness keeps us 
from seeing the other fellow’s need, 
which may be the same as ours and 
which he has the same right to satisfy. 





so 


Contenfion 


~ o 


Cooperation 


D. | ERB. 


Satisfac Levon 


Look at the illustration: two little 
calves, each pulling for itself and get- 
ting nowhere, while buckets of satis- 
faction are nearby. Then one of them 
yields for the sake of unity, and” life 
suddenly becomes highly satisfactory. 
Fellows, we regard ourselves as much 
more intelligent than calves, but we 
do not always act as if we are. There 
are joys at hand awaiting us, far beyond 
our imagination, if we are willing to cul- 
tivate “the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace.” 

“For ye know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, 
yet for your sakes he became poor, that 
ye through his poverty might be rich” 
(2 Cor. 8:9). 

WEAVERVILLE, N, C, 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HO can explain what courtesy is? 

(Trying to put yourself in the 
other person’s place, and then treating 
him as you would like to be treated.) 
Good. Let us think of this definition as 
we learn the song, “Be Courteous.” Who 
will tell Part 1 of “The Job He Hated,” 
next Sunday? That is the last story in 
our book, “The Enemy Guest.” Thank 
you, Judy. 

We know, do we not, that there are 
only two sides in the great war of the 
universe, the Lord’s side and the Devil’s 
side. In Matthew 12:30 Jesus said, “He 
that is not with me is against me.” Many 
people do not realize this. They may 
know that they are not on the Lord's 
side, but they would be angry if they 
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were told that they were on Satan’s 


side. But it is true! Every one of us 
is either on the Lord’s side or against 
Him. The sad thing is that, because of 
Adam’s sin, we are all born on the side 
that is against Him. But when we are 
born again, we are moved from the 
power of darkness into the kingdom of 
light. I hope every one of us in this 
room is now on the Lord’s side. 

If we belong to Christ, then everyone 
else who belongs to Him is on our side. 
It is important to realize this, because 
our Lord prayed that all His followers 
might be one. Yet I know Christians 
who will ‘not have fellowship with 
others who love the Lord, if they be- 
long to a different denomination. 

You girls know what a lovely place 
The Firs Bible Conference is. Most of 
you have been out there and have sat 
in the beautiful outdoor auditorium, 
facing that large sign, “All One in Christ 
Jesus.” You have heard world-famous 
Bible teachers and missionaries there 
from many countries. Yet there are 
Christians in this county who have 
never attended one meeting there and 
who do not want to! I have invited 
some, so I know. They are interested 
only in their own denomination. 

It is quite right to be faithful to the 
work the Lord has given us in our local 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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church. How we appreciate those who 
never miss a single service! But at 
times when our church has no service, 
‘it is a good thing to go to a place like 
The Firs, if we know, as we do about 
The Firs, that what we hear there will 
be true to all Scripture. It is good to 
mingle with believers of other denomi- 
nations and enjoy their fellowship, real- 
izing that all Christians are our fellow 
soldiers on the Lord’s side. The disciples 
of Christ did not at first realize this. 
Read Luke 9:49. We would say today 
that the man they tried to silence be- 
longed to another denomination, Notice 
carefully what Jesus said in verse 50, 
“He that is not against us is for us.” 
Christ knew that this man was on His 
side, not on the Devil’s, therefore he 
was for them. The Lord never wants 
us to be tolerant of false doctrine, but 
He does desire unity among His people. 

Let us read Ephesians 4:1-3. When 
Christians are quarreling with one an- 
other, they are no credit to their Lord. 
Verses 2 and 3 tell how they can get on 
well together. Those who are lowly, 
meek, longsuffering, and forbearing are 
bound to be courteous. It is almost im- 
possible to fight with someone who is 
truly courteous! 
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Verses 4-7 tell us that there is only 
one body, not a Baptist body, a Metho- 
dist body, and so on. Every believer 
has been baptized into “one body,” the 
body of Christ. All of us have the same 
hope, the same faith, the same Lord, the 
same God. ' 

Now let us read verses 11, 12. Christ 
has bestowed gifts on different members 
of His body for the help of the others. 
Read verses 13-18 and then each of you 
tell what impressed you most. (That 
we are not to be like children who 
do not know what they believe. That 
we should speak the truth in love. That 
we should grow in love.) You noticed 
some important things. Speaking the 
truth in love is a most important 
part of getting on with others. Lying, 
even though it may be only what peo- 
ple call “white lies,” can make great 
trouble. Speaking the truth bluntly, 
without thinking of how it will sound to 
others, can cause trouble, too. 

Here is an example of speaking the 
truth in love. A Christian girl was 
asked by a friend, “How do you like 
my new hair-do?” She did not like it, 
so she could not truthfully say she did. 
With a beaming smile she said, “I don’t 
like that, but I do like you.” Her friend 
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was pleased rather than angered, and 
said laughingly, “I don’t like it too well 
myself.” ’ 

Let us remember that all Christians 
are one in Christ, and then let us show 
love and courtesy to everyone. 





During this quarter we are using the 
Scripture Catechism Card, “Condugt Toward 
Others,” 20c a dozen; the book, “The 
Enemy Guest,” 60c; and the accompanying 
chorus sheets, 50c a dozen. If all three helps 
are ordered together from V. D. Gunderson, 
Ferndale, Wash., they may be had for $1, 
postpaid. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
My Church and Other Churches 
(John 17:20-26) 
OW many churches are there in our 
community? (List on the black- 
board the ones known by the children. 
If pictures are available, fasten them 
alongside the names of the: churches.) 
Have you been to church or Sunday 
school in any of these churches? Do 
the people there worship the same God 
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as we? Do they learn about the same 
Lord Jesus? Do they believe the same 
Bible? Then why is one a Baptist 
church, and one a Methodist church, and 
one a Presbyterian church? 

It is hard to understand why we have 
denominations, but God has evidently 
permitted them for His own purposes. 
I want you to listen carefully while I 
read the prayer our Lord made and see 
what His plan and prayer was. First 
He had prayed for the eleven disciples 
right there in the room with Him that 
night. Then He looked down the cen- 
turies and prayed for us Baptists and 
Methodists and Presbyterians here in 
Listen for the word that tells 
over and over what He prayed for us 
to be. (Read John 17:20-26.) Yes, 
“one,” that is the word! How many 
times does He use it? . (Five.) There 
are two other important words in His 
prayer for you and me. As I read it 
again, see if you can find them. (Glory 
and love.) He wants us to be in on 
the oneness and glory and love that He 
has with God the Father. Imagine that! 

Find some more One’s that Christian 
people have, and list them (Eph. 4:3-6). 
“Body” means the Church. Do you re- 
member that Christians are like living 
stones to make a temple in which the 
Holy Spirit may live? They are also 
like the parts of the body, making one 
body, with Christ the head (1 Cor, 12: 
12ff.). “But to us there is but one God, 
the Father, . . . and one Lord Jesus 
Christ” (1 Cor, 8:6, Memory Verse). 
What do you think should be the key 
word for this verse and lesson? (“one.”) 

As an application of this lesson, plan 
for some kind o? activity that will bring 
your children into contact with a similar 
group in a Bible-believing church of 
another denomination, preferably the 
nearest. If it is approved by both 
church groups and can be arranged, let 
your pupils join the corresponding class 
there one Sunday, and have them meet 
with you the following Sunday. The 
next two lessons are especially appro- 
priate for such reciprocal consideration 
of a united Christian witness. If the 
church services of another denomination 
come at a different time from yours, 
attend as a group. Later discuss sym- 
pathetically the differences in worship 
or ritual. Help the children to appre- 
ciate that though there is but one God 
and One Lord to be the object of wor- 
ship, worship itself may be in different 
ways, yet acceptable. Each child in a 
family does not show his love for the 
parent in the same way. 

If an exchange is not advisable, there 
will probably be no objections to a 
party to include the children of another 
denomination. Why not make it an 
Around-the-World Party? Have a short 
period of Christian songs, the Scripture 
of today’s lesson, and mention of the 
oneness in heart of all Christians around 
the world whether brown, black, yellow, 
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red, or white. Choose games that Chris- 
tian bgys and girls of other lands play. 
Refreshments and decorations may re- 
flect the theme. The library or chil- 
dren’s missionary materials of your de- 
nomination May have printed sugges- 
tions for such festivities. After an active 
game, have a missionary story told. Ask 
the guests to be responsible for plan- 
ning part of the party. (This party also 
ties in with the lesson for March 23.) 
By previous consultation with the 
teacher of the guest class, see that the 
guests have opportunity to participate 
in song or solo or planning some games. 
Orono, MAINE, 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HARON and Carol went to the same 

school. They went to the same Sun- 
day school. They went to the same Fri- 
day afternoon children’s meeting at 
their church. Usually they went to 
prayer meeting on Wednesday evenings 
with their parents. They lived quite 
near each other. But would you be- 
lieve it?—they never went any of these 
places together. In fact, they scarcely 
ever spoke to each other. Imagine that! 
Of course there was a reason for this, 
though each girl may have by now for- 
gotten the reason. But a long time ago, 
Sharon called Carol, who wore eye- 
glasses, “Four eyes.” That was cer- 
tainly not a nice thing for Christian 
Sharon to have done. On the other 
hand, since Carol loved the Lord Jesus, 
she should have made it her business 
not to hold a grudge against Sharon. 
As I said, I doubt if they themselves 
even remembered why they were not 
friendly. 

Whenever there was an attendance 
contest at children’s meeting or in Sun- 
day school, both Carol and Sharon went 
up and down the streets in their neigh- 
borhood. distributing _invitations—writ- 
ten or spoken ones. No matter how hard 
they tried, however, they could never 
get one other child to go with them. 
That was strange, since every child re- 
ceived two invitations—one from Carol 
and one from Sharon. Then.two things 
happened at just about the same time, 
things that hit both girls. 

First of all, each girl received a jolt 
when they had given Sunday school 
invitations to Lois, Usually when chil- 
dren accepted the invitations they sini- 
ply said, “Thank you,” and that was all. 
But on this particular day when Lois 
had been approached, first by Carol and 
later by Sharon, she exploded, “Oh, no! 
You don’t catch me going to your old 
Sunday school. You just want me to go 
so you can get points for your contest. 
Then what will happen? You'll be to 
me (she said to Carol) just like you 
are to Sharon. You won’t talk to me, 


you won’t go with me to Sunday school, 
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Introducing 
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or to school. You'll just leave me alone. 
If you two can’t get along any better 
than that, I don’t want to have anything 
to do with either of you or with your 
Synday school. So there!” And Lois 
banged the door. 

That ended the invitation distribution 
both for Carol and for Sharon. Each 
of them was crushed, you may be sure. 
Was that the reason they could not get 
anyone to go to Sunday school, they 
wondered. That was the first thing that 
happened. The other thing happened 
the next Sunday in Sunday school. 

“Today’s lesson,” their teacher began, 
“is from one of the most wonderful 
chapters in the whole Bible. It is the 
seventeenth chapter of the Gospel of 
John where we have recorded for us 
the prayer of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He prayed these words shortly before 
He died on the cross of Calvary. You 
would think that, since He knew He 
was soon to die, He would be thinking 
only of Himself. But He was not. As 
a matter of fact, He was thinking of 
His disciples. He was thinking of 
me. He was thinking of you and 
you and you.” Their teacher pointed 
in several directions. Sharon thought 
she was the only one at whom the 
teacher pointed. Carol thought she was 
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the only one. Their teacher continued, 
“As a matter of fact, the Lord Jesus had 
every person who would ever believe 
on Him in His mind and prayed for 
them (v. 20). And this was His prayer: 
‘That they all may be orfé; as thou, 
Father, art in me, and I in thee, that 
they also may be one in us: that the 
world may believe that thou hast sent 
me. And the glory which thou hast 
given me I have given them; that they 
may be one, even as we are one.’ The 
Lord Jesus had been with God ever, 
since the beginning. They were one, 
That long ago time when He prayed this 
prayer, the Lord Jesus asked His Father 
that all who should ever believe on Him 
should enjoy the same oneness with Him 
and with each other that He and His 
Father had. Why did He pray this? 
Why did He want Christians to love 
one another and to enjoy one another? 
So that the world may believe on Him.” 

It was at that very moment that Carol 
and Sharon remembered Lois. And 
guess what! Since that day, both girls 
have been different—and Lois goes, and 
they all go to Sunday school together, 
never missing! 

MILLERSVILLE, Pa, 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Friendly Enemies.—For he is our 
peace, who hath made both one, and 
hath broken down the middle wall of 
partition between us (Eph. 2:14, Golden 
Text). Hatred of America and Ameri- 
cans almost reached tidal-wave propor- 
tions in Japan during World War II. 
There were thrilling exceptions which 
made history, like the one of the Japa- 
nese soldier who came upon an Ameri- 
can soldier reading the New Testament 
in the jungle. Instead of shooting, the 
Japanese approached and said: “You 
Christian? Me Christian, too. Me love 
that Book.” . The surprised American 
thanked God for causing the Japanese 
to spare his life. The two soldiers had 
a precious time of fellowship talking 
about the Book and their common Sav- 
iour. The Japanese soldier then walked 
off without even taking the American 
prisoner, The redeemed are “out of 
every kindred, and tongue, and people, 
and nation” (Rev. 5:9). And as long as 
this dispensation is running its course, 

We've a Saviour to show to the nations, 

Who the path of sorrow has trod, 
That all of the world’s great people 
Might come to the truth of God. 
—From Tom M., Olson, in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs, Clarence 
Jones, Otego, N. Y. Prize illustration. 
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A Child of the King.—I therefore, the 
prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that 
ye walk worthy of the vocation where- 
with ye are called (Eph. 4:1). The 
consciousness of our high calling and 
our union with such a Master must lift 
us above the world and all its ways. It 
is said that the Dauphin of France, the 
poor orphan child of the murdered Louis 
XVI and his queen, was committed by 
his enemies to the care of a brutal and 
wicked man who was to teach him only 
that which was evil. The poor lad had 
to look and listen to nothing but what 
was degrading and wrong; but often he 
would say when tempted to stoop to 
the level of his companions, “I cannot 
say, I cannot do such things. I was 
born to be a king!” Yes, there was that 
impulse and a memory of higher things, 
and it kept him above the low and the 
base. The love of Christ, the life of 
Christ, the higher spiritual conscious- 
ness which His presence gives, must lift 
us to a place of holiness and lead us to 
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith 
we are called.—From A. B. Simpson, in 
the Alliance Weekly. Sent by Mrs. J. W. 
Blaes, Webster Groves, Mo. 


When Did Christians Begin To Be So 
Different? — With all lowliness and 
meekness, with longsuffering, forbear- 
ing one another in love (Eph. 4:2). Pro- 
fessor Hugh Black, in “Christ’s Service of 
Love,” says: “A young Jewess who is 
now a Christian asked a lady who had 
instructed her in the Gospel to read 
history with her, ‘Because,’ said she, T 
have been reading the Gospels and I 
am puzzled. I want to know when 
Christians began to be so different from 
Christ.’""—Sent by J. Edwatd Raiser, 
Shelby, Ohio. 


Range Lights.—One Lord, one faith, 
One baptism (Eph. 4:5). When I was 
crossing the Irish Channel one dark, 
starless night, I stood on the deck by 
the captain and asked him, “How do 
you know Holyhead Harbor on so dark 
a night as this?” He said, “You see 
those three lights? Those three must 
line up behind each other as one, and 
when we see them so united we know 
the exact position of the harbor’s 
mouth.” When we want to know God’s 
will there are three things which always 
concur—the inward impulse, the Word 
of God, and the trend of circumstances! 
God. in the heart, impelling you for- 
ward; God in His Book, corroborating 
whatever He says in the heart; and God 
in circumstances, which are always in- 
dicative of His will. Never start until 
these three things agree—From F. B. 
Meyer, in Moody Monthly. Sent by M. 
Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


Empty Pride— ... grace according 
to . . . the gift of Christ (Eph. 4:7). 
Once, to an old Scots carpenter, I 
boasted with scant tact of ten ancestors 
on the Mayflower and that every drop 
of my blood had been on American soil 
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for more than two centuries. He re- 
plied, “Tell me this: How many nights 
sat ye up decidin’ ye’d no be born Chi- 
nese?”"—From John Palmer Gavitt. 
Sent by the Rev. Norman Hillyer, Holly 
Park, Crouch Hill, London, Eng. 


What Would You Have Asked For? 
—That we henceforth be no more chil- 
dren, . . . carried about with every 
wind of doctrine (Eph. 4:14), Theodore 
Monod, the famous French preacher, 
was telling his younger brother about 
Christ's healing Bartimaeus, and said to 
the boy, “What would you have asked 
from Jesus if you had been blind?” 
“Oh,” said the boy, with glowing face 
and kindling eyes, “I should have asked 
Him for a nice little dog with a collar 
and a string, to lead me about!” How 
many ask for the blind man’s dog, in- 
stead of the seeing man’s eyes!—From 
the Prairie Overcomer. 
Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


Plenty of Oil.—Speaking the truth in 
love (Eph, 4:15). I wanted to drive an 
iron bar through a piece of timber. I 
bored a hole the right size, but the bar 
was rusty, and the hole was rough. I 
made slow progress, and was beginning 
to split the wood. Then I thought of 
the oil can. I oiled the bar; I poured 
oil into the hole; a few blows of the 
hammer sent the iron in its place. The 
oil had not diminished the size of the 
bar, or enlarged that of the hole. It 
had only relieved the friction. A few 
drops of oil were more effective than 
many blows of the hammer. How slow 
some good people are to learn this! Men 
will not appreciate the truth when they 
are repelled by the spirit in which it is 
presented. Let the reformer be careful 
to have plenty of oil—From Choice 
Gleanings Calendar. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


we 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 123) 
1, He was a prisoner in Rome, 


2. By regarding himself as a “prisoner 
of the Lord,” not of the Romans. 


3. For unity in the Church. 


4. By practicing lowliness, meekness, 
and longsuffering (v. 2). 


5. It is the reverse of the usual] order 
—Spirit, Son, and Father instead of 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

6. It contemplates that body of truth 
which is the doctrinal content of our 
faith. 

7. Some regard it as the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit, while others regard it 
as the ordinance. 


8. We have here the transcendence of 
God (above all) and the immanence of 
God (in all), correcting deism which 
has transcendence without immanence, 





Sent by Albert 
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and pantheism which has immanence 
without transcendence. 


9. The matured saints, not just the 
ministers, 


10. Corporate growth and individual 
growth. 


ELMuuRsT, ILL, 


ve 
Children at Home 


Cries by the Roadside 
By Carol Terry 

HEY sat by the roadside begging, 

their clothes in rags, their bodies 
thin and weak from starvation. Be- 
cause it was a road in India, there was 
much dirt and dust and heat. The 
mother and father and their six chil- 
dren sat for hours begging for food or 
money, but the crowds moved on, every- 
One busy about his own business in the 
city; and the cries of the family by the 
roadside for help were lost in the noise 
and bustle of the multitude. 

It was only when a white cow chanced 
to walk along the road that the crowd 
moved aside and made a pathway, feed- 
ing the cow as it strolled along, stroking 
and patting its sides, some people even 
bowing and worshiping these cows of 
the road. It was the belief of the peo- 
ple that such a cow wotild come and 
help them when they died, if they were 
good to it while they lived: Letting 
them take hold of its tail, the cow would 
Swim. across to the other side. They 
did not know that the cow was not a 
god and could never help them. Thus 
the people of the Indian road fed and 
worshiped the cows, while they ignored 
the poor and starving family calling 
from the wayside for food. 

‘The family wandered from street to 
street, and the father tried to get work. 
When employers who could have given 
him work saw how weak and thin the 
father was, they said, “How can we give 
you work? You are old and bent and 
sickly. You could not lift anything 
heavy, nor could you stand at a bench 
working for many hours. We have no 
work you are able to do.” 

Then the mother tried to get work, 
but when employers talked to her, they 
said, “What can you do? You are nearly 
blind. If you had a job sweeping floors, 
you could not see the dirt; if we gave 
you work washing dishes or clothes, you 
could not tell whether or not they were 
clean. We have no work that a person 
who is almost blind can do.” 

Thus the family wandered from place 
to place asking for work but being re- 
fused, begging food by the roadsides but 
receiving little. No one seemed to care 
what happened to them. The father be- 
gan to cough more and more because 
he was not well, and the children were 
whimpering and crying most of the time 
because they were hungry. 
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These famous household aids sell 
on sight for benefit of your organ- 


— ization. Gottschalk’s Sponges are 
SALES CORP. preferred for tough cleaning and 
3650 No. 10th St. scouring jobs, coast to coast. They 
Philadel save time, are harmless to hands, 
phia 40, Pa. won't scratch polished surfaces. 

DEPT. 1 Special bronze and stainless steel 


types. Send for free sample and 
details of liberal cooperative plan. 





DID MILLIONS OF CHRISTIANS DIE 
WITHOUT SEEING THE BIBLE? 


According to widespread advertising by the Knights 
of Columbus, Catholic fraternal order, the church 
enjoyed its golden age without the Bible. Is the 
Bible unnecessary? Is it incomplete? How can we 
prove that the Bible is the sole guide for our faith? 
Read the answer in: 

The Bible and the Church, Which Came First? 
Oliver W. Price has added six chapters to a popular 
series used in The Times forming a new book of 
112 pages for $1 suitable for distribution to Catho- 
lics. Order from the author, 

Box 9081, Oklahoma City 15, Okla. 









CEYLON and INDIA 
GENERAL MISSION 


Member Misgion I.F.M.A. 
Our ministry in India and Pakistan includes 
House to House Visitation 


Write for free literature 
107 North Hale . - Wheaton, Illinois 



















One day as they sat under a tree with 
despair filling their hearts, the mother 
bowed her head in prayer. “Dear Lord 
Jesus, we do not worship the cow nor 
the wooden idols of the land, for Thou 
art our God. We confess that we have 
not prayed to Thee as much as we should 
have done, nor do we always live in a 
way pleasing to Thee, but in our des- 
perate need, in our hunger and rags and 
sickness we come unto Thee. No. one 
else will help us. Lord Jesus, have 
mercy on us. Hear the crying of the 
children. Look on the sickness of my 
husband and on my eyes going blind. 
As Thou didst have mercy on the beg- 
gars by the roadsides of Galilee, wilt 
Thou have mercy on us now? Send us 
help, Lord Jesus, for we have no one 
in all the world but Thee.” 

Among the crowds hustling by on the 
busy road was a missionary whose 
eyes turned toward the family sitting 
in the shade of the tree. It was not a 
family begging for food she saw, but a 
family with the mother bowed in 
prayer. The missionary walked over to 
them and stood quietly watching and 
listening. 

After the prayer, the mother looked 
up and saw the tall white lady standing 
before her. The missionary smiled and 
then sat down on the ground with the 
little group just as though she were a 
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member of the family. “Now tell me 
what’s the matter,” she said in a voice 
so kind that the mother realized that 
,the Lord had heard her prayer and sent 
His answer through this lady. When 
the missionary heard the whole story, 
she sat quietly for some time just think- 
ing, and in her heart she was silently 
praying, “Lord Jesus, show me what 
Thou wouldst have me do for them.” 

And after awhile the lady said, “I 
have no work that you are able to do, 
but I know places where your children 
will be loved and fed and educated, 
places where they will grow up to love 
the Lord who has just heard your 
prayer. Perhaps this is His answer to 
your problem. You would be able to 
visit the children sometimes, but you 
could not live with them there. — It 
would be as though they were in board- 
ing school.” 

Neither the father nor the mother 
replied. They loved their six children 
and wondered how they could part with 
them. The children themselves moved 
closer to their parents because they did 
not want to leave them. After they sat 
quietly for some time, the father began 
to cough. He coughed so hard that he 
doubled up with pain, and the nearly 
blind eyes of the mother filled with 
tears. “If we continue this way,” she 
said, “we shall all die. Better let the 
little ones live away from us than die 
by our side. Which of you children 
would like to.go to one of the places 
the missionary suggested? You would 
then become educated and never have 
to beg like we are doing now.” 

The oldest boy was eleven years old. 
He looked into the face of the lady for 
a long time, and then he decided that 
she would always tell him the truth. 
“Would I really go to school and some 
day be able to work and take care of 
my baby brothers and sisters?” 

“Yes,” the missionary answered. “They 
will send you to school and some day 
you will be well and strong and able 
to work and take care of the others.” 

“Mother, I will go,” said the boy, 
standing up and squaring his shoulders 
like a little man. And then turning to 
his sister, who was ten years old, he 
said, “Mercy, why don’t you go and be- 
come a nurse or a teacher? We can 
help Mother and Father more that way 
than by staying here and eating their 
food.” 

Mercy was not so anxious to go as her 
brother, but slowly she stood up, though 
her head was bowed as she replied, 
“Then I, too, will go.” 

The missionary lady bought the train 
tickets and put the family on the train, 
giving them letters for the Missions to 
which they were going. When the fam- 
ily arrived at the first place, they found 
it to be a Mission home for boys. There 
were big buildings there, and the boys 
living in them seemed happy and well 
fed. It seemed a good place for their 
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boy to be. As they left him, the boy 
waved farewell to a father who was 
proud of him and a mother who had 
tears of parting in her eyes. 

Then the train brought the family to 
Mukti. When they saw the hundreds 
of little girls laughing and playing, 
swinging, and singing, girls with pretty 
ribbons in their hair, girls going to 
school, girls who looked clean and good, 
the mother thought, “This is truly the 
place for our little Mercy.” As the fam- 
ily sat down together in one of the 
rooms, food and more food was brought 
to them until they all had just as much 
as they could eat. 

And then Mercy watched her mother 
and father and her small brothers and 
sisters walk sadly and slowly. down the 
road. Tears filled her eyes and she 
wanted to run after them. What did it 
matter if she were hungry day after 
day? She wanted to be with her 
mother. With all her heart she longed to 
run and throw herself into her mother’s 
arms, declaring that she would never, 
never leave her, but then she thought 
of her brother and what he had said to 
her. She could help them more by stay- 
ing in the Mission. Without her they 
would have more food, and some day, 
when she was a nurse or a teacher, she 
would be able to take care of the whole 
family. Her little knees trembled with 
the desire to run, but she stood stock- 
still. The'/only thing that moved was 
the tear rolling down her cheek as she 
watched them go down the het, lonely 
road to wander and to beg, where the 
father’s cough would become worse and 
the mother would go blind, where the 
little ones would cry with hunger, where 
the long Indian road would ignore them 
and they would fall by the wayside. 

And now, little reader, will you pray 
that there will always be food at Mukti* 
for those who are hungry, and loving 
care for little girls like Mercy who need 
your help and ours? Then will you 
pray for the family still crying for food 
by some roadside in India? 





Reprinted from “Buds and Blossoms,” story 
leaflet of the Ramabai Mukti Mission, Box 
415, Philadelphia 5. 

we 
Jean Casimir Rostand 
(Continued from page 121) 


them to his Society of Christian Moral- 
ity and a prize was offered by the Duc 
de Liencourt for the best study of the 
subject. Vinet sent his essay to Paris 
and was given the award. 

I think if Jean Casimir Rostand had 
lived in Christ’s time, our Lord would 
have looked on him and loved him. For 
he left all for Christ. 

Paul would also have felt much the 
same way, for he remarkably embodied 
Paul’s admonition, “As we have. there- 
fore opportunity, let us do good unto all 
men.” : 
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Training for Daily 
Vacation: Bible School 


TRAINING Seminar in Vacation 

Bible Schoo] will be held at Phila- 
delphia Bible Institute, 1800 Arch St., 
9 am to 12.30 p.m., Tuesday. through 
Friday, April 15 to 18. Sponsored 
joinfly by the Philadelphia Bible Insti- 
tute and the Scripture Press, the four- 
day Training Seminar will be led by 
Vacation Bible School experts and 
Christian educators conducting practi- 
cal courses designed to equip teachers 
and workers with those essentials re- 
quired to reach boys and girls with 
Bible truths through the successful Va- 
cation Bible School. 

A special Pastors’ Seminar, an added 
feature this year, will discuss the 
Church’s Responsibility to pre-school 
children, Aging Adults in the Church 
Education program, Selecting and Pre- 
paring Leaders, and Visitation Evange- 
lism (Mr. Horace Dean). These ses- 
sions will be held each day from 9 to 
10 a.m. 

we 


Many Summer Courses 
at Wheaton College 


HEATON College (Illinois) offers 

a wide range of courses with aca- 
demic credit starting. with a ten-day 
Inter-Session from June 10 to 20 and 
two four-week terms from June 22 
through August 16. Wheaton College is 
a liberal arts and sciences college en- 
joying high academic standards and a 
summer faculty of 75 members highly 
trained in their specific fields. 

Seven new buildings erected in the 
past seven years help to provide ample 
facilities for summer study. Among 
these is a three-story chemistry and 
geology building equipped with modern 
labs and fully air-conditioned. The 
library offers more than 105,000 books, 
study carrels, and compact book shelv- 
ing conducive to study in air-condi- 
tioned comfort. Other new buildings 
include the Studeftt Center for recrea- 
tion, dining hall, and a 26-bed Health 
Center. 

Two hours of. college credit may be 
earned during the ten-day Inter-Ses- 
sion arranged for ‘busy people wanting 
refresher courses. Five semester credit- 
hours are granted for each four-week 
term of the Summer School. Students 
can obtain college credit for two, four, 
six, eight, or ten weeks’ work. 

Rewarding science courses are offered 
both on the home campus and on the 
college’s western campus located in the 
Black Hills, South Dakota, taught by 
regular Wheaton faculty. A modern sci- 
ence station, together with adequate 
living quarters for more than fifty stu- 
dents each term, is located on the 20- 
acre campus providing summer expedi- 
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tions and relaxation as well as college 
credit, 

Persons interested in recreational 
leadership may gain practical experi- 
ence in courses given on Wheaton’s 
northern campus in the Eagle River area 
of northern Wisconsin, known as Honey 
Rock Camp. A 16-acre tract on Long 
Lake is operated as a boys’ and girls’ 
recreational summer camp where expe- 
rience may be gained in counseling and 
supervising activities. Last year over 500 
boys and girls, ages nine to sixteen, en- 
joyed the camp’s facilities. 

For the second year, a Summer Insti- 
tute of Missions for missionaries on fur- 
lough and others will be held during 
the Inter-Session and from June 21 to 
July 18. 

A recreational program is planned for 
summer registrants including tours to 
Chicagoland’s historical and _ cultural 
centers, group activities, and sports, in- 
cluding golf, tennis, softball, and swim- 
ming. Gymnasium facilities are open 
to the summer student. 

The Summer School] Bulletin may be 
obtained from Wheaton College, Whea- 
ton, Ill. 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi-— 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








Studies in the Book of Exodus. By 
George Henderson. (Calvary Book Room, 
Covington, Ky., $2.) Here is a typolog- 
ical treatment of some of the pivotal 
events in the early history of Israel. 
Though it contains nothing that is not 
already familiar to the users of the Sco- 
field Reference Bible, this materia] is 
very helpfully organized; it is character- 
ized, moreover, by reverence and sim- 
plicity. The interpretations may occa- 
sionally seem far-fetched, but, on the 
whole, these studies will prove both 
suggestive and edifying. 


Advancing the Smaller Local Church. 
By W. Curry Mavis, M.Th., Ph.D. (Light 
and Life Press, Winona Lake, Ind., $3.) 
The average American Protestant 
church has a membership of 210 and a 
Sunday school enrollment of 145. These 
figures suggest the vital importance of 
a handbook for advancing the smaller 
local church. In this present volume 
will be found a setting forth of needs, 
along with practical suggestions to meet 
the needs of morale, finance, planning, 
and training. There is some helpful 
material concerning church publicity, 
which ought to assist anyone who lacks 
experience along this line. The un- 
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trained worker will receive much valu- 
able guidance in a day when “it takes 
more technical skill to direct the ‘Sun- 
beam Band’ than it took to be the pastor 
of a church fifty years ago.” However, 
this reviewer is distressed to find that 
source material] is supplied by such Lib- 
erals as Buttrick, Trueblood, Brunner, 
et al., and such Liberal publications as 
the Christian Century, “The Interpreters 
Bible,” and the “Revised Standard Ver- 
sion” of the Bible. The author’s pro- 
posal that we are cO-operating with God 
in building the Kingdom of God and his 
disparagement of churches that ignore 
contemporary culture in an effort to de- 
velop spirituality contribute to the set- 
ting of a snare for the undiscerning 
reader. 


Where Are the Nine Gifts of the 
Spirit? By B. F. Cate. (Regular Baptist 
Press, Chicago 5; 75 cents.) The pur- 
pose stated by the author is to contrib- 
ute to the understanding of the gifts of 
the Spirit as revealed in the Word of 
God. First Corinthians thirteen is first 
examined and the author relates it to 
chapter twelve. He holds that chapter 
thirteen foresaw the end of the nine gifts 
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; American 
Scripture Gift Mission 


Publishers of the Word of God in attractive 
form for young and old, far and near. 


“Train up a child in the 
way he should go: and 
when he is old, he will 
not depart from it.”— 


Proverbs 22:6. 


Supplying the “Sword 
of the Spirit” to mis- 
sionaries and other 
Christian workers since 
1915. 
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American Scripture Gift Mission, Inc. 
Room 600, 325 N. 13th Street, Phila. 7, Pa. 
1 gladly enclose my gift to help reach precious ones 


for CHRIST with the Word. [shall be happy fo receive 
a sample Scripfure portion. 
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HERALD Sumier Bible School Series 


AN EDUCATION RATHER 
THAN A DIVERSION 
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The HERALD VBS course is designed 


to educate your pupils: 


e In the Scriptures 
e In Christian Character 


e In everyday Christian living and 


strong personal witness 
e With proved lessons 
e At his grade level 


e With progressive development of Bible 


themes from one grade to the next—for 13 years 
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HERALD PRESS Dept. SS Scottdale, Pa, 
aman 


EDUCATIONAL— INTERESTING ENJOYABLE —PRACTICAL 


Also available in Spanish. German 
and French, 


write for free illustrated 


For complete information 
‘ brochure. 
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THIS BOOK MAY BE HAD 


without money cost 
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of the previous chapter when the New 
Testament would be completed} and that 
there would be therefore no more need 
for these gifts. He then proceeds to 
show from the above premise that there 
can be no further use for the gift of 
prophecy, the gift of tongues, the gift 
of healing, and the like. While he be- 
lieves that there can be no true “faith 
healers” today, the author shows the 
place of faith in healing. The Scripture 
used by so-called faith healers is shown 
to be misused by them. The book closes 
with a list of questions that sum up all 
that has been given in the study. It 
would appear that the author has most 
commendably accomplished his purpose. 


Responsible Protestantism. By Cecil 
DeBoer. (Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $3.50.) The writer of 
this book has been endowed with un- 
usual training and information along the 
lines of modern culture so that he is 
well qualified to write on such subjects 
as science and religion, church and state, 
church and race, church and labor, and 
the like. The results of his study have 
produced an impressive, honest inter- 
pretation of faith and life. Mr. DeBoer 
analyzes the problem of faith and rea- 
son and comes to a conclusion. He 
leaves no doubt as to where he stands. 
He is fideist who believes in a basic re- 
ligious commitment and holds reason to 
be the servant of faith. It is a most 
scholarly presentation in this field of 
study. At first the reading seems a 
little heavy, but don’t give up on the 
first chapter and you will finish this 
book with real enthusiasm. Every 
preacher ought to have this book in his 
library. 


Treasure in Heaven. By Edward O. 
England. (Victory Press, Clapham Cres- 
cent, London S.W. 4; 9/1, postpaid.) 
Incredibly weary, the aged missionary, 
Dr. Crompton, found rest for eyes and 
heart on the familiar shores of old Eng- 
land. But when he learned that, due 
to lack of funds, the promised recruits 
for his mission in Brazil were not to 
be sent forth, his grief knew no bounds. 
Hence, in addressing a certain audi- 
ence, the good man was moved to a 
passionate appeal for missionary giving 
On a new basis, that of the New Tes- 
tament. 

Goeffry Turner, church treasurer, re- 
sented that appeal, for he failed to re- 
alize that money-making had become 
his very life. And while the Spirit of 
God was allowed to change many lis- 
teners, Mr. Turner and his daughter 
remained in the gall of bitterness. So 
the battle was joined, and Dr. Cromp- 
ton, the innocent cause, was brought 
with others to prevail in prayer until 
victory was assured. But the price for 
Turner was the life of his only child. 
Others figure in the story pattern, par- 
ticularly Nancy Adams whose scarred 
face seems only to add to the radiance 


onVWwF As e® afm Hw 








oe fee hee. ont See ae oem eee 








-. «=, A ee oe, Oe 6 US Oe ee ee, ee 


ee ee ee. 2 ee 


- "> —o 


Christian faith. 





Lesson for March 2 


of her Christian personality. And one 
is glad God had for her as fine a man 
as Jack, the restaurateur. Glad also 
is the reader that the old m ssionary 
saw his new faith change to glad frui- 
tion. 


The Seven Words From the Cross. By 
Ralph G. Turnbull, (Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $1.50.) “To ex- 
pound these words with reverence and 
devotion” is the aim of the author. He 
has accomplished this most impressively 
and he has also interpreted faithfully 
the deep things of Calvary and beau- 
tifully expounded them. The author 
brings out with warmth of conviction 
the victory won for us by our Lord 
Jesus Christ on the cross, and touches 
on all the fundamental doctrirres of the 
In so doing, he exposes 
the errors that have given authority to 
a church in its priesthood and ritual 
that belongs only to Christ and His 
work on the cross. 

The author’s outline, suggested by the 
words from the cross, holds to the major 
thought in each word and is most help- 
ful to the reader. One_wonders what 
the author means where he says, “Hell 
is the state wherein the soul is lost from 
God” (p. 44). The Bible teaches that 
hell is a place, and that it is not here 
on the earth, even though an unbeliever 
is without God and without hope. 


Share My Pleasant Stones. By Eugenia 
Price, (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $3.) Miss Price’s style 
is not stereotyped. She constantly takes 
you by surprise. What can her title 
mean? The phrase, “pleasant stones,” 
is found in Isaiah 54:11, 12, and in this 
book of daily readings for one year 
Miss Price shares “the stones He has 
laid and is laying in my life,” that is, 
the precious truths she has found in the 
Bible. They come, she says, from “the 
notes scribbled through the years in the 
margin of the Bible my mother gave 
me shortly after my conversion in 1949.” 

It is evident that the author has done 
some research in the properties of sev- 
eral kinds of precious stones. So she 
classifies her meditations in six groups, 
each covering twc months, under these 
headings: Clear, Red, Blue, Purple, 
Green, and Many-colored Stones. For 
New Year’s Day, Jesus Christ is the first 
Clear Stone. “Cutting through all our 


. confusion as to where this year may 


end, is the ‘water-white’ flawless fact 
of Jesus Christ, who will be there when 
it ends as He is here now in the be- 
ginning!” There is a page to a day, 
with a verse and reference at the top, 
then Miss Price’s thought-provoking and 
strengthening meditation, then a verse 
at the end (though here the reference 
is not given). Miss Price writes freely, 


frankly, putting down the lessons as 
they have come to her directly from the 
Bible. Since she speaks from the heart, 
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she will surely reach many other hearts. 

*"Miss Price is a gifted writer. She 
wrote for the CBS and NBC radio net- 
works from 1940 to 1945; opened her 
own production office in Chicago in 
1945, which she closed when she was 
converted four years later; and was for 
five years the writer-producer of the 
dramatic radio program, “Unshackled,” 
sponsored by the Pacific Garden Mis- 
sion, Chicago, 

Anyone who used these readings the 
last thing at night would be likely to 
have his mind stayed on God as he re- 
tired to rest; or they could well be used 
in the early morning to supplement 
one’s Bible study; or at family worship. 


Thistledown Tony. By Constance 
Savery. (Victory Press, Clapham Cres- 
cent, London S.W. 4, Eng., 5/6 postpaid.) 
Tony was a sweet-dispositioned young 
country boy, whose favorite occupation 
was to gather thistledown for Nannie, 
with whom he lived. He was no match 
for Mic and Puff. Although Mic and 
Puff were his uncle and aunt, they were 
only a few years older than he. And 
they took full advantage of the rela- 
tionship and made things miserable for 
Tony when his father brought him to 
live with them in the big manor house, 
after Grandfather Denceval died. Both 
boys and girls in the eight-through- 
twelve age group will thrill with Tony 
as he finds his victory not in retaliation, 
but in Christian love. 


The Christian Concept of Freedom. 
By Henry Stob. (International Publi- 
cations, Grand Rapids 6; $1.25.) The 
author applies the Biblical idea of lib- 
erty, especially as it was developed in 
the minds of the Reformers, to modern 
situations. In what sense is man free? 
How should he treat his guilty con- 
science? The emphasis is wholesomely 
positive: not so much freedom from 
restraints, but freedom to love, to serve, 
to creaturely practices. Quotations 
abound from Scripture and from other 
writings. Unfortunately, the author 
does not always specify the source. The 
volume should help Christians under- 
stand more clearly what freedoms should 
be sought, and where freedom can ulti- 
mately be found. 


Not Knowing Whither. By Oswald 
Chambers. (Marshall, Morgan & Scott, 
London EC. 1; 8/10.) Abraham, the father 
of the faithful, is a specimen of the life 
of every believer who follows the disci- 
pline of the life of faith. Though a 
small volume, this is undoubtedly one 
of Mr. Chambers’ best. It is replete with 
spiritual insight. The chapter entitled 
“Blank Astonishment” issues a great 
challenge to all the people of God. The 
author suggests that “Christian work is 
apt to lead individual saints into blank 
astonishment because it springs from an 
eager desire to do God’s will” It is 
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here that Mr. Chambers reminds us that 
our lives should be an exhibition of the 
will of God, not of doing the will of 
God. Christian, you should havé this 
book in your library. Mr, Chambers is 
also the author of “My Utmost For His 
Highest.” . 

Not Alone. By Eunice V. Pike. 
(Moody Press, Chicago 10; $2.25.) The 
task of reducing tribal languages to 
writing, and then of making the Word 
of God available to the people in these 
tengues, -is a thrilling phase of mission- 
ary work in our day. It demands thor- 
ough training of the would-be linguist, 
and then long years of patient, plod- 
ding work to win the confidence of the 
tribespeople, to get from them the se- 
crets of their language, to put that lan- 
guage into written form, to teach the 
people to read it, and then to give them 
the Scriptures in it. It is a thrilling 
task, but it is not a glamorous one, 

Just how thrilling the job is—and how 
difficult—is the story Miss Pike tells, as 
she recounts the experiences she and 
her companion had in Mexico, between 
1936 and 1953. Working among the 
Mazatec Indians, they had their share 
of problems and perplexities, both in 
connection with the language, and in 
seeking to deal with the ages-old super- 
stitions of the people. The story of how 
they met these difficulties in the strength 
of the Lord, is a fascinating one, and 
doubly so because of. the author’s cap- 
able telling of it. The narrative is 
well written; a sense of humor charac- 
terizes Miss Pike’s outlook and writing 
style, and the record of her experiences 
is all the more interesting because she 
presents it straightforwardly, with a 
simplicity and an understatement that 
commends it to the reader. In a real 
sense, the reader finds himself living 
the author’s life among her beloved In- 
dians, and thus he finds himself part of 
one of the great things God is doing on 
the mission field today. 

Young people should read this book, 
for the challenge it will bring to their 
hearts. Older Christians will also profit 
from it, as they get a fresh glimpse of 
what it means to make God’s Word 
available to those who for too long have 
sat in darkness. 

The Way. By Godfrey C. Robinson, 
B.A., B.D., and Stephen F. Winward, 
M.A., B.D. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; 
$1, paper.) The purpose of this book is 
illustrated by an imaginative case of a 
young lady who, hearing an inspiring 
broadcast lecture,on Beethoven’s sona- 
tas with several excerpts played by a 
famous pianist, was so thrilled that she 
determined to play the piano. The de- 
sire and considerable latent musical sense 
were there, but, because she did not 
trouble to learn the technique of play- 
ing, her neighbors had to endure the 
daily agony of hearing Beethoven's 
sonatas being murdered. For much the 
same reason, say the authors, many 
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Christians are failing to produce the 
music of fine Christian living. The pur- 
pose of the writers, then, is to give the 
technique of Christian living, with the 
hope that a beautifully inspiring Chris- 
tian life will follow. The technique 
prescribed is nothing more than making 
the most of the means,of grace God 
has provided and as set forth in the 
Scriptures. The chapter headings indi- 
cate the fundamental instruction with 
which this book deals. They are, “How 
To Pray,” “How To Read the Bible,” 
“How To Live a Disciplined Life,” “How 
To Deal With Temptation,” “How To 
Receive Divine Guidance,” “How To 
Live in Fellowship,” “How To Serve 
God,” and “How To Win Others.” An 
outline of each chapter at its beginning 
and a series of questions /at its close 
are most helpful and serve to aid con- 
centration and interest. 


The Small Woman. By Alan Burgess. 
(E. P. Dutton & Co., Inc., New York 10; 
$3.95.) The name of Gladys Aylward 
deserves a place high in the annals of 
missionary endeavor. For unfaltering 
faith, sheer courage, and selfless devo- 
tion in midst of almost unbelievable 
circumstances, the story of her life could 
hardly be surpassed. A young girl, 
small of stature, in humble circum- 
stances in London, she felt the call of 
God to work for Him in China. She 
had not the training, but she knew and 
loved her Bible, and was an avid reader 
of- history, sermons, and other serious 
books. No one would send her, so she 
paid her own way, answering the call 
of an elderly missionary in China, who 
had requested a young assistant be sent 
her. It was in 1930, when Asia was in 
a ferment of turmoil. Alone, and carry- 
ing all her belongings in two suitcases, 
Gladys started her long trek across Ger- 
many, Poland, and Russia. She had 
very little money, but could prove she 
had paid her fare from London to Tien- 
tsen. Her experiences make a marvel- 
ous story, understandingly portrayed by 
a skillful writer. She soon learned the 
Chinese dialect, and with her old mis- 
sionary friend they conducted “The Inn 
of Eight Happinesses.” Here she met 
the Mandarin of Yangcheng, who later 
became a Christian, and whose friend- 
ship meant much in the perilous days 
ahead. A Chinese officer gave her the 
name Ai-weh-deh, which means “the 
Virtuous One.” By this name she was 
known in all that section of China, as 
she ministered to the sick and cared 
for a hundred orphan children. She 
finally led her children for twelve days 
and nights through almost impassable 
mountains, to escape attacking Japa- 
nese, who had placed a price upon her 
head. She had become a naturalized 
Chinese citizen, and went through the 
horrors of war, with them, when the 
Japanese were swarming the land. The 
deep, understanding thought pattern of 
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the book gives a subtle charm to a tale 
full of intense situations. The book is 
illustrated with fine photographs. 


Egypt in Biblical Prophecy. By Wilbur 
M. Smith. (W. A. Wilde Co., Boston 16; 
$3.50.) With his characteristic thor- 
oughness, Dr. Smith discusses every 
Bible prophecy relating to Egypt. His 
book is timely, since that land has re- 
cently taken such a prominent place in 
the news. The author deals fully with 
the three most extended passages: Isa- 
iah 12 to 23, Jeremiah 46 to 51, Ezekiel 25 
to 32, “a total of 680 verses”; and com- 
ments helpfully on many other shorter 
sections and texts. 

Chapters are given to “Egypt in the 
History of the Hebrew People,” “The 
Burden of Egypt,” “The Predictions of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Invasion,” “The King 
of the South,” and to the prophecy quoted 
by Matthew concerning Christ, “Out of 
Egypt Did I Cal] My Son” (title taken 
from A.S.V.). Of particular interest to- 
day are Dr. Smith’s studies on “The 
Tongue of the Egyptian Sea,” showing 
that the Suez Canal is foreseen in 
prophecy; 19th century prophetic liter- 
ature relating to Egypt, wherein some 
predictions failed; and “The Strange 
Cult of the Pyramidists.” This last is 
worthy of special note, as the author 
effectively explodes the theory that the 
Pyramid of Gizeh is a great, divinely 
ordained prophetic chart in stone. 

The last chapter, “‘Blessed Be Egypt’ 
—Egypt’s Final Redemption,” is a sum- 
mary of sensationa] interest. In Isaiah 
19:24, Israel, Egypt, and Assyria (which 
sometimes refers to Syria) are foreseen 
in a union. As this review is being 
written a newspaper headline announces 
the uniting of Syria and Egypt. Isaiah 
and Zechariah both prophesy blessing 
upon Egypt in the last days. Dr. Smith 
has rendered all Bible students a valu- 
able service in presenting such a com- 
plete study of a small land now playing 
an important role in world affairs, 
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1. Let’s Go to Church 
(Psas. 122; 84:1-4, 10-12; Heb. 10:25a) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


OR four successive weeks we are to 

think about “Habits That Strengthen.” 
All of us have had firsthand experience 
with bad habits of one sort or another, 
and we have found how easy it is to 
slip into most of them and how difficult 
it is to free ourselves from them. This 
series of four topics should help us to 
see that it is possible to cultivate and 
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maintain worthwhile habits, and espe- 
cially it should show us what are some 
of the habits that Christians will do well 
to encourage. . 

There is one false idea about good and 
bad habits, however, concerning which 
we shall have to be on our guard. You 
may have heard the idea advanced that 
one way to get rid of bad habits is to 
practice good ones. There is a sense in 
which the failure to acquire and prac- 
tice good habits gives opportunity for 
bad habits to spring up; but bad habits 
will never be eradicated by trying to 
fill up our lives with good habits, any 
more than a field full of weeds can be 
conquered by planting in it good vege- 
table seed. The weeds must be rooted 
out before the seed is planted, and then 
a regular schedule of weeding must fol- 
low, if the vegetables are to grow and 
thrive. Just so in our hearts there must 
be a work of grace that first uproots the 
old, bad habits, then implants and nur- 
tures good ones, and then deals with 
any new, wrong desires as soon as they 
show themselves. It was not for naught 
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that the psalmist cried out in despera- 
tion, “Create in me a clean heart, O 
God; and renew a right spirit within 
me” (Psa. 51:10), and, “Wherewithal 
shall a young man cleanse his way? by 
taking heed thereto according to thy 
word” (Psa. 119:9), 


The first habit that we are to consider 
this week for the strengthening of our 
Christian life is the habit of going to 
church. Let us not think of church at- 
tendance, however, merely as a habit. 
As we shall see, there are many excel- 
lent reasons for church attendance that 
are far weightier than the mere desire 
to cultivate a good habit. You have 
heard some individuals say, no doubt, 
that they believe that those who do 
not attend church can be just as good 
Christians as those who do. Did you 
ever try to light a fire with only one 
stick? It takes a number of sticks 
placed close together to produce a good, 
serviceable, and lasting fire. Just so, 
a group of Christians worshiping and 
working together will obtain far better 
results than will scattered individuals. 
A person who does not belong to any 
church may be able to be a Christian, 
but he will be a better Christian by fel- 
lowshiping and working with other 
Christians in a good church. 

ve 


The word “church” as it is used in 
the New Testament means “called out 
ones,” and often includes all those who 
have believed on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and are trusting Him for salvation. The 
word is also frequently used to indi- 
cate a particular group of believers in 
a certain place, such as “the church of 
the Thessalonians,” or “the churches of 
Galatia,” or “the church of Ephesus,” 
or “the church in Pergamos.” Down 
through the centuries since the tarly 
apostolic church, it has been necessary 
from time to time to form new groups, 
which we call today denominations. 
Usually the formation of such new groups 
was necessary because the then-exist- 
ing church had lost sight of or failed 
to emphasize some cardinal principle of 
the Christian faith. When our topic for 
this week urges, “Let’s go to church,” 
it is a particular church in the evangel- 
ical denomination of our choice that is 
indicated. Our responsibility is to be 
sure that the church with which we 
align ourselves and to which we give 
our loyalty and faithful attendance is 
one that emphasizes the fundamentals 








- Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day “School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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of the Christian faith as set forth‘ in 
God’s Word as we understand it, 
se 


Let us see now some of the reasons 
why we should be linked with a sound 
Christian church and attend faithfully 
and support it: 

1. In order that we may be a true fol- 
lower of Christ. The Lord Jesus at- 
tended public worship “as his custom 
was” (Luke 4:16). Likewise, after His 
death and resurrection, His disciples 
assembled together regularly for prayer, 
for singing, and for the preaching of 
the Word (Acts 2:42; .Heb. 10:23-25). 
If the church of which you are a mem- 
ber is made up of true believers, it is 
a part of what Christ called “my church” 
(Matt. 16:18), and of which He is the 
“head” and “chief cornerstone” (1 Cor. 
3:11; Eph. 5:23). : 

2. In order to obey Christ’s command 
concerning the Lord’s Supper (Luke 22: 
19, 20). We cannot “this do in remem- 
brance of me” (1 Cor, 11:24, 25) with- 
out the association and help of other 
believers. 

3. In order to carry out Christ’s com- 
mand regarding witnessing (Matt. 28: 
19, 20; Acts 1:8). It is impossible for 
many of us to go personally to the 
“uttermost part of the earth” as mission- 
aries for Christ. However, banded to- 
gether with other believers, we can pray 
and support those who are free to go, 
and thus have a very real part in 
preaching the Gospel to “every crea- 
ture.” 

4. Because we need the encourage- 
ment, exhortation, example, and prayers 
of other believers to help us in our 
Christian walk and testimony. 

5. Because other Christians need our 
help and encouragement. We are ad- 
monished to bear one another’s burdens 
(Gal. 6:2), and we are told that where 
two or three gather together in Christ's 
name that there He is in, the midst 
(Matt. 18:20), and also “that if two of 
you shall agree on earth as touching 
any thing that they shall ask, it shall 
be done for them of my Father which 
is in heaven” (Matt. 18:19). 

6. Because we need the preaching and 
teaching of God’s Word that a sound 
church provides, in order that we may 
grow in Christian stature and be built 
up in the faith. 

7. Because we need opportunities for 
Christian service such as can be found 
only in the Christian church, 

8. Because we need the companion- 
ship of other likeminded Christians. 
When we find companionship with those 
who do not love and serve the Lord 
Jesus Christ, all too often,we slip into 
their practices and carelessness regard- 
ing Christian things. 

9. Because the Church of Christ, in 
spite of all her weakness and failure, 
has preserved the Scriptures and has 
maintained a_ restraining influence 
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against the floodtide of evil and law- 
lessness and indecency in the cOmmu- 
nity. As such it deserves our support 
and help and our faithful attendance. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 24 to March 2 


Mon., Feb. 24.—Luke 9:46-50. 
The Sin of Rivalry. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “There arose a 


reasoning among them, which of them: 


should be greatest.” Envy, contention, 
and competition among the disciples of 
Christ are sin. Eager desire for power 
and pre-eminence is born of the flesh 
and it grieves our Lord. Self-given 
honor only fades, but that which comes 
from the Lord is full of glory, joy, and 
blessing. He that is servant of all is 
greatest of all. The “child .. . in 
the midst” (Matt. 18) illustrates and 
teaches Christians humility. And before 
honor must be humility. Pray that 
Satan may be kept from afflicting you 
with the leprosy of rivalry, 


Tues., Feb. 25.—John 17:20-24. 
Jesus’ Prayer for Unity. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “That they all may 
be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I 
in thee, that they also may be one in 
us: that the world may believe that 
thou hast sent me.” Our Lord did not 
pray that His sheep might be one peo- 
ple with those who are not of His fold. 
Nevertheless, the unity (and not the 
uniformity) of those who are of His 
fold is all-important for effectively wit- 
nessing the Gospel. Brother love is the 
very best aid in the proclamation of 
His Gospel. And let us love on Gospel 
principles, not on personal preferences. 
Pray for unity among your fellow Chris- 
tians. 


Wed., Feb. 26.—Eph. 4:1-16. 
Unity of the Spirit. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Till we _ all 
come in the unity of the faith, and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, unto 
a perfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ.” The 
unity of Christians is a supernatural 
one. It is brought about by the Spirit 
and therefore is possible only among 
those who have the Spirit. And it is 
only these who can walk as Christ 
would have them. walk and who can 
serve Him in a pleasing way. It is, fur- 
thermore, a unity (vs. 4-6) which is not 
only obtained by the Spirit, but which 
must be maintained by Him. Have you 
received grace? (v. 7.) Pray for God’s 
blessing on the very difficult evange- 
listic work in France. 


Thurs., Feb. 27.—1 Cor. 3:1-9. 
> Jealousy and Strife, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye are yet car- 
nal: for whereas there is among you 
envying, and strife, and divisions, are 
ye not carnal... ?” Envy is born of 
foolish excitement over the successes 
of others. It is a wicked work of the 
flesh and no one can thwart it or hinder 
its evil work. Strife is a great evidence 
of a carnal spirit. It breeds where there 
is hatred, pride, anger, and all manner 
of grumbling spirits. Among Christians 
it is shameful. Keep your tongues, 
Christians, and strife will have no op- 
portunity to use you for its assistant, 
Pray for churches that are torn with 
strife. 


Fri., Feb. 28.—1 Cor. 1:10-17. 
An Appeal for Unity. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Contentions.” 
Warfare among the saints? Shall sheep 
turn into wolves and bite and devour 
one another? Shall the Author and 
Prince of Peace have a Beelzebub house- 
hold? Lay down your arms! Make a 
virtue of believing in the necessity of 
peace. God forbid that we should at- 
tempt to proclaim His Gospel of peace 
midst battle cries of war in the church 
of God. Let each one individually at- 
tempt to promote peace in the assembly 
of the saints. Pray against the danger 
of a sort of tug-of-war in the household 
of faith. 


Sat., Mar. 1.—1 Cor. 12:14-26. 
Need One of Another. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “There should 
be no schism in the body; but that the 
members should have the same care 
one for another.” Discord is dangerous 
anywhere, but more so in the Church. 
The realm of individual volition pro- 
vides plenty of room for rivalry, op- 
position, and antagonism. But let it be 
remembered that the Spirit of God is 
never divided. In cases of discord some 
are seeking their own way and not 
God’s. Read what James says on this 
Subject (Jas, 3:14-18). It is startling. 
Pray for more heart-searching among 
the members of our churches. 


Sun., Mar. 2.—Phil. 2:1-11. 
The Mind of Christ. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Let this mind 
be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus.” The very name, Christian, 
implies a likeness to Christ. “If any 
man have not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of his.” Humility in all 
its glory appeared in our Saviour. It 
is the grace most necessary to success 
in the service of God. Christian, 
Christ is your example. Only such 
as have Christ’s mind are great in 
God’s Kingdom. Have you made it 
your own, and do you live as if you 
have? And beware of fake humility. 
Pray for more of this holy charac- 
teristic. 7 
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